X'l M N STERI AL CONFERENCE
CF THE MOVEMENT OF NON- ALI GNED COUNTRI ES
NEW DELHI, APRI L 4-8, 1997

| NTRODUCTI ON

The Foreign Mnisters of the country nenbers of the Non-Aligned Myvenent
held their twelfth Mnisterial Conference in New Delhi, India on 7-8 Apri
1997. Menber States and Observers who attended are listed in the Report of
the Rapporteur Ceneral of the Conference. The guests who attended the
openi ng and cl osing cerempbnies are also listed in that Report. The
Conference was addressed by H E. H D Deve Gowda, Prine Mnister of India

A Speci al Session of the Conference on Pal estine was held and was addressed
by H E. President Yasser Arafat.

The M nisters discussed political and econoni c devel opnents since the
Cartagena Summit, and reached the follow ng concl usions, recomendations
and deci si ons.

CHAPTER 1: GLOBAL | SSUES
A. REVI EW CF THE | NTERNATI ONAL SI TUATI ON SI NCE THE CARTAGENA SUWM T

1. The Mnisters reviewed the international situation since the Cartagena
Summit and di scussed the opportunities, challenges and probl ens facing
the Movenent as it approached the 21st century. Chief anbng them were
the tasks of founding a just and equitable world order based on the
princi pl es and purposes of the UN Charter.

2. The Mnisters believed that, though the peace dividend whi ch had been
expected fromthe end of the cold war had not materialized, the gl oba
community had to collectively strive towards a world order based on
peace, justice, equity anpbng nations, denocracy and the rule of
international |aw and observance of international humanitarian |aw. To
realize this objective, it would be essential to abandon established
m ndsets. The Mnisters were concerned that security structures and
conceptions energing in the devel oped countries and their
inmplementation may |l ead to the build-up of tensions which may have a
gl obal negative effect and nay undermi ne the security of the
devel opi ng countries. The Mnisters therefore urged their partners in
the Moverment and countries of the devel oped world to expeditiously
resol ve the | ong-standi ng disputes, prevent old divisions being
redrawn and work towards the effective realization of the principles
of collective security enshrined in the UN Charter.

3. The Mnisters noted that since the Cartagena Sunmit, limted progress
had been made on di sarmanent neasures. However, though there was now
an opportunity of banning and elim nating nucl ear weapons, the only
weapons of nmass destruction still not banned, those who had them stil
|l acked the political will to accept the overwhel ming wish of the
international comunity, |led by the Mvenent, to see these weapons
di smant | ed and destroyed. The Mnisters believed that the courage
whi ch these countries had shown in abandoni ng ol d antagoni snms and
reaching out to former opponents should now be turned to this nost
pressi ng chal | enge of nucl ear disarmanent.

4. Reviewi ng regional devel opnments since the Cartagena Summit, the
M ni sters observed that conflicts, disputes and tensions continued to
prevail. In spite of attenpts carried out to solve some of these
conflicts by peaceful means, they neverthel ess renai ned unresol ved
They expressed deep concern over the preval ence of conflicts and
tensions in various parts of the world.

5. They noted with concern that entire regi ons were being bypassed by the



devel opment process, disparity and inequity were increasing anong
nations and that nore than 1.3 billion people in today's world lived
in absol ute poverty and the nunmber in the non-aligned and other

devel opi ng countries was rising at an alarnming rate. The Mnisters
were therefore particularly concerned that, precisely at a tine when
attention to devel opnent and the enhancenment of the quality of life in
poorer societies should be the highest priority, internationa

conmm tnent to supporting devel opnment had been sl ackeni ng.

The M nisters noted the continuing globalization of econonic forces,
capital markets, and investnent and trade flows. \Wile welcomng the
hi gh growth rates recorded by sone devel opi ng countries, which were
emerging as new | oconotive forces of world econonic growh, they
enphasi sed that equal opportunities were crucial to achieve a shared
commitnent to the forces integrating the global econony. They stressed
that the gl obal econonic agenda nust reflect the devel opment di nension
and be fully responsive to the needs, interests, capacities and
potential of devel oping countries. They urged the Myvenent to work
together to pronote economc and social growth, and to ensure that the
benefits of the processes of globalization and |liberalization reach
all nenber states of the Myvenment and that their risks are mninmzed
The M nisters observed that in the international econony of the 1990Cs,
the inmpact of gl obal econonmic forces on the devel opi ng countries
particularly the | east devel oped anong them was both much heavi er and
nore swift than it has ever been. The devel opi ng econoni es have been
adversely affected by the flight of capital, brain drain, continuing
fall in commodity prices, diversion of procurenent to other sources
and a variety of protectionist neasures, the worst being those

di sgui sed in human rights concerns in industrialized nmarkets.
Shrinking resources, the heavy burden of debt and debt servicing, and
constraints on transfer of technology have led to stresses,

bott| enecks and constraints and continue to be harnful to the
econom es of the devel opi ng countries. The devel oped world cannot
insulate itself fromthese problens; it is therefore in the interest
of all that devel oped industrial countries should fully address these
problens with the devel oping countries for the el aboration and
inmplementation of a strategy to sol ve these probl ens.

What the novenent has always stood for is collective self-reliance
what it expects fromits partners in the devel oped world in neeting
the chal | enges of nodernization is the cooperation of equals. The
assunption by sone devel oped countries that they have the unique
privilege of prescribing norns or values for devel opi ng countries,

whi ch the nmovenent rejects, betrays a colonial nmndset.

The M nisters observed that as nations increasingly tackle issues and
problens that are truly of a global nature, it is inperative that the
United Nations system the main forumwhere they can make their views
heard and share their experiences and perspectives, should be
strengthened. Unfortunately, that is not the case. The Mnisters did
not accept that, under a demand for a division of |abor, the United
Nati ons shoul d abandon its work in the social and econonic sectors. At
the same time, financial support was being withdrawn from several of
the specialized agencies, and the UN allowed to fall into a state of
chronic financial crisis. The UN systemwas therefore |left weakened
when the world, and in particular the Mvenent, needed to see it
strengthened the nost as the only truly collective instrument for the
pronotion of devel opnent, nmintenance of international peace and
security and ensuring a global transformati on of internationa
relations for the attainnent of justice and equality for the benefit
of non-aligned countries.

B. THE ROLE OF THE NON- ALI GNED MOVEMENT
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The Mnisters reaffirnmed the nandate of the Cartagena final docunent
of the El eventh Conference of the Heads of State or Governnent of
Non- Al i gned countries and concluded that the Myvenent should enhance
its unity and cohesion and coordi nate positions of Menber countries
towards major international issues, with a viewto strengthening their
negoti ati ng power vis-a-vis the devel oped countries. In this regard,
they reiterated that it was essential to widen the scope of agreenent,
expand the area of action, set clearer criteria and procedures, and
devel op the principles of solidarity anobng the menbers of the
Movenent . They enphasi sed the inportance of pronmoting the culture of
peace wi thin and anong nations. They underlined that the Myvenent's
role would largely depend on its inner strength, unity and cohesion.
It was therefore incunbent on all nmenber states to work earnestly
towards pronoting the solidarity and unity of the Mwvenent. This woul d
require sincere efforts to renove areas of disagreenent between nenber
states and to resol ve di sputes anong thensel ves peacefully.

The M nisters observed that the Mvenment with its 113 nmenbers is
currently the largest group of states in the international system as
well as within the UN. They believed that under denocratic principles,
their needs, priorities and views should nore effectively guide the
international agenda. The Mnisters therefore directed the Myvenent to
pronmote jointly its collective positions on international peace and
security, UN reforms, disarmanent, devel opment, human rights, racial
di scrimnation, terrorism the environnent and other political issues
in the UN and international arena.

The Mnisters stressed the need for the full inplenentation of the
concl usi ons and deci sions of the Cartagena Sunmit and expressed their
determination to continue to inplenent and support the directives and
mandates on all the issues contained in the final docunments of the
Sunmi t .

The Mnisters recalled, and conmtted thenselves to inplenment, the
Decl arati on adopted at the conmenoration, in Septenber 1996, of the
thirty-fifth anniversary of the Myvenent. They wel conmed the Report of
the Chairman on the activities of the Myvenent since the El eventh
Summit and expressed the view that those activities contributed
appreciably to the strengthening of the vital role of the Myvenent
within the international community and the pronmotion of unity and
solidarity anpbng its menbers. They reiterated their firmdeterm nation
to sustain the progress achi eved since the El eventh Conference of
Heads of State or Governnent of the Movement and commended President
Ernesto Sanper, Chairnman of the Mowvenent, for his continuous efforts
and dedi cati on devoted to the cause of Non-Alignment, and his

| eadership in conducting NAM activities, thus enhancing the unity and
cohesi on of the Myvenent and strengthening its negotiating power in
the international arena. These activities have strengthened the role
of the Movenment within the international community and solidarity
anong its menbers. The Mnisters also wel comed the results of the
Meeting of the Mnisterial Committee on Methodol ogy held at Cartagena
on 15-16 May 1996 and the adoption of the Cartagena Docunent on

Met hodol ogy.

The Mnisters stressed that it is necessary that the NAM countries
elected to the Council and who formthe NAM Caucus constantly strive
to adopt unified positions, and that the decisions and the positions
of NAM as adopted at its Sunmits and M nisterial Conferences and by

t he Coordinating Bureau be properly reflected by themin the Security
Council, without prejudice to their sovereign rights.

The Mnisters reaffirnmed that the Mnisterial Conmttee on Mt hodol ogy
shoul d continue to intensify its activities for a thorough and
extensive exam nation of the activities of the Mvenent. They

enphasi zed that the nandate of the Mnisterial Conmittee is an ongoi ng
one. They decided to revitalize the role of the NAM Wirki ng G oup
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establ i shed to consider ways and nmeans of enhancing the role of the
Movenment in the light of recent changes in the international
situation. They further expressed their determination to increasingly
prepare action-oriented docunents as a nmeans to conti nue enhancing the
capacity and role of the Movenent in the Negotiations in the UN and

i nternational neetings.

The Mnisters recomended that NAM and the Group of 77 and Chi na
continue to cooperate and, where relevant, to coordinate their
activities, without diluting their distinct goals and nature. In this
regard, they recalled the recent adoption of the San José Decl aration
and the Plan of Action for South-South Cooperation in Trade,

I nvest nent and Finance as an exanple of that cooperation.

The essence of non-alignment is autonony of choice. The Myvenent,
which gives its nenbers a collective strength to exercise that choice,
therefore has a continuing role to play in a world where devel opi ng
countries face fresh chall enges and pressures. The Mwvenent's

obj ective, towards which it should work unitedly, must be a new,
denocratic world order, freed fromwant, fear and intol erance, and
built on peace, justice, equality, denocracy and respect for the
principles of the United Nations Charter, of international |aw and
international humanitarian | aw.

C. STRENGTHENI NG RESTRUCTURI NG, REVI TALI SATI ON AND DEMOCRATI SATI ON OF
THE UNI TED NATI ONS

The M nisters stressed the inportance of the strict adherence to the
purpose and principles of the Charter of the United Nations in

establ i shing a new denocratic world order. They recalled that the
conmenor ati on of the 50th anniversary of the establishnment of the

Uni ted Nations had highlighted the need to reformand restructure the
Organi zation, so that it could respond to the needs and aspirations of
its menbers in the twenty-first century. The Myvenent nust continue to
contribute to this process, influencing the debate and the proposed
ref orms, whose objective should be to strengthen and revitalize the
Organi zati on.

The M nisters wel coned the enphasis laid by the UN Secretary- Ceneral
on the inmportance of the work of the UNin the econom ¢ and soci al
fields, particularly his indication that "the pronoti on of devel opment
must renmain central to the mission of the Organi zation and that the
work of the United Nations in the econonmic and social fields nust be
strengt hened". The Mnisters underlined that the Secretary-General, in
devel opi ng his reform proposals, should take full account of the views
of the Menber States of the Non-Aligned Movenent as al ready expressed
in the General Assenbly and its rel evant Wrking G oups.

The Mnisters also noted the efforts of the Secretary-Ceneral of the
UN towards the reduction of adm nistrative costs and fully agreed that
savings therefrombe allocated to devel opnental activities.

The M nisters enphasized that the pronotion of developnent is a main
priority of the United Nations, and expressed the need to restructure
and revitalize the United Nations in the econom c, social and rel ated
fields in order to better pronbpte the interests of devel opi ng
countries. For the Mwvenent, an effective econonic and social section
of the United Nations, both in the Secretariat functions as well as
the intergovernnental bodies, nust be a central result of reform

di scussi ons under way. In particular there is a need to bring forward
the process of reformand revitalization of ECOSOC. It is necessary to
organi ze its work throughout the year, so that it can fully discharge
its Charter responsibilities as the central mechani smfor coordination
on a systemw de basis and for supervision of the subsidiary bodies in
the econonmic, social and related fields, together with reinforcing the
roles of the Council in providing overall policy guidance for
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oper ational devel opment programes and funds. In this context, the
Counci |l has the principal responsibility to ensure the coordinated and
integrated inplenentation and foll owup of agreenents and conmitnents
reached by the major international conferences.

The M nisters expressed concern at the weakening of the role and
functioning of the General Assenbly, the principal organ of the United
Nations in which all Menber States are represented. They called to
assign General Assenbly its due role in accordance with the UN
Charter. In this context the due accountability of the Security
Council to the General Assenbly should be encouraged. The Mnisters
noted the progress of work on the Strengthening of the UN system and
inthis regard, called on the Open-Ended Wrking G oup on the

Strengt hening of the UN Systemto reconmend as soon as possible
neasures to revitalize and strengthen the General Assenbly in
fulfillment of its role as stated in the UN Charter. The Mnisters
bel i eved that the UN General Assenbly should assert nore effectively
its role in the mai ntenance of international peace and security in
accordance with General Assenbly Resolution 377 of 3 Novenber 1950
entitled "Uniting for Peace".

The Mnisters recalled that the inposition of sanctions is an issue of
serious concern for Non-Aligned countries. They reaffirned that the

i mposition of sanctions in accordance with the Charter should be
considered only after all means of pacific settlenent of disputes
under Chapter VI of the Charter have been exhausted and a thorough
consi deration undertaken of the short and long-termeffects of such
sanctions. Sanctions are a blunt instrunent, the use of which raises
fundament al et hical questions of whether sufferings inflicted on

vul nerabl e groups in the target country are a legitimte nmeans of
exerting pressure. The objective of sanctions is not to punish or

ot herwi se exact retribution.

The objectives of sanction reginmes should be clearly defined.
Sanctions should be lifted as soon as the objectives are achi eved.
They shoul d be inposed for a specified time-frane and based on
tenabl e, | egal grounds. The conditions denanded of the country or
party on which sanctions are inposed should be clearly defined and
subject to periodic review Attenpts to inpose or to prolong the
application of sanctions to achieve political ends should be rejected
Al'l sanction regimes nust contain specific and appropriate measures to
ensure that humanitarian supplies reach the affected, innocent
popul ati ons. Efforts must al so be nade to ensure that the devel opment
capacity of the target country is not adversely affected by sanction
regi mes.

The functioning of the Sanctions Committee requires to be further
improved. In this context, the Mnisters wel comed the proposals that
had been made by NAM in the Sub-group on Sanctions of the Qpen-Ended
Wor ki ng Group of the General Assenmbly on an Agenda for Peace. They
cal |l ed upon the Coordinating Bureau to pursue efforts to have those
proposal s adopt ed.

The M nisters conprehensively reviewed di scussions on the reform and
restructuring of the Security Council, in the Iight of the position
papers adopted by the Mouvenment on 13 February 1995 and 20 May 1996,

t he decisions of the Cartagena Sunmit and the NAM negoti ati ng paper on
Cluster Il issues dated 11 March 1997

The Mnisters recalled that discussions in the Open-Ended WrKking
Group on the Question of Equitable Representation on and Increase in
t he Membership of the Security Council and other matters related to
the Security Council have shown that while a convergence of views has
emerged on a nunber of issues, inportant differences still exist on
many ot hers. They noted that the Open-Ended Wrking G oup has resuned
its discussions and underlined the necessity of the Myvenent
maintaining its unity and solidarity on this critical issue. They
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reaffirmed that the Moyvenent should, in the ensuing negotiations
continue to pursue directives given by the Cartagena Sumit and
contained in the Movenment's position papers. The Movenent woul d be
gui ded by the foll owi ng considerations in approaching the issue of
Security Council reformin discussions at the UN

0 Both reformand expansion of the Security Council should be
considered as integral parts of a commopn package, taking into
account the principle of sovereign equality of states and
equi t abl e geographi cal distribution, as well as the need for
transparency, accountability and denocratization in the working
met hods and procedures of the Security Council, including its
deci si on- naki ng process;

o The Non-Aligned countries are grossly under-represented in the
Council. This under-representati on should, therefore, be
corrected by enlargenent of the Security Council which should
enhance the credibility of the Council, to reflect the universa
character of the world body, and to correct existing inbal ances
in the conposition of the Security Council in a conprehensive
manner ;

o The extent, nature and nodalities of the expansion of the
Security Council should be determ ned on the basis of the
princi pl es of equitabl e geographical distribution and sovereign
equality of states. Attenmpts to exclude NAM from any enl ar gement
in the nenbership of the Council would be unacceptable to the
Movenent ;

0 Increase the nmenbership of the Security Council by not |ess than
11 based on the principles of equitable geographical distribution
and sovereign equality of States;

o the negotiation process should be truly denocratic and
transparent, and negotiations on all aspects should be held, in
all cases, in an open ended setting

The Mnisters reaffirmed the NAM proposal that if there is no
agreenent on other categories of nmenbership, expansion should take

pl ace only, for the time being, in the non-pernmanent category.

The Mnisters reaffirmed the NAM proposal that the veto should be
curtailed with a viewto its elimnation and that the Charter should
be anended so that, as a first step, the veto power should only apply
to actions taken under Chapter VII of the Charter.

The M nisters underlined the need for a coherent and coordi nated
approach by the Mvenent in the ensuing discussions in the Open-Ended
Working G oup. The Mnisters, nmindful of the inportance of reaching
general agreenent, as reflected, inter alia, in UNGA resol ution 48/ 26,
called for fuller discussions of various proposals subnmitted to the
Wor ki ng G oup.

The M nisters stressed the inportance of enhancing the transparency of
the Security Council through the inprovenment of its working methods
and its decision-naking process. They called on the Open-Ended WrKking
G oup to agree on and the CGeneral Assenbly to recomrend specific and
substantive neasures to be inplenented by the Security Council based
on the measures proposed in the NAM negoti ati ng paper on Cluster |

i ssues. They also urged the Security Council to institutionalise such
measures, and stressed that a commitnment to institutionalise them
shoul d be an el enent of a package agreenent on the reform of the
Security Council

The Mnisters recall ed UNGA Resol ution 51/193 and in this regard
called for a significant inprovement in the annual report of the
Security Council to the General Assenbly. They also urged the Security
Council to provide, when necessary, special reports to the General
Assenbly in accordance with Articles 15 and 24 of the UN Charter

The M nisters underscored the need to operationalise Article 50 of the
Charter, particularly by establishing a mechanism including a Fund,
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to provide relief to third countries affected by UN sancti ons.
The M nisters expressed their satisfaction with the active
participation in and contribution to the work of the Open-Ended
Wor ki ng Groups on UN refornms by the Non-Aligned Countries and
encouraged themto continue to defend NAM positions.

D. UNI TED NATI ONS PEACE- KEEPI NG OPERATI ONS

VWile reaffirmng the guiding principles for peace-keepi ng operations
adopted by the XI Mnisterial Conference in Cairo in 1994, the
M ni sters enphasi sed:

o the UN has the primary responsibility for the naintenance of
i nternational peace and security, and there should be no
derogation fromthis primary responsibility. Regiona
arrangenments and agenci es can nmake inmportant contributions in
this regard in accordance with Chapter VIIlI of the UN Charter,

i ncl udi ng where appropriate to peace-keeping; the need for
strengthening the role of the General Assenbly in the maintenance
of international peace and security in accordance with the
Charter;

o0 the expenses of peace-keepi ng operations are expenses of the
United Nations to be borne by Menber States in accordance with
the rel evant provisions of the Charter, as well as the existing
speci al scal e of assessnents established by General Assenbly
resolution 3101 (XXVI11) which takes into account the specia
responsibilities of the five permanent nenbers of the Security
Council as well as other economni c considerations. These
contributions nust therefore be paid in full and on tineg;

o fundi ng of UN peace-keepi ng operations through voluntary
contributions should not influence UN Security Council decisions
to establish peace-keeping operations or affect their nmandate;

o the need to differentiate between peace-keepi ng operations and
hunmani t ari an assi stance; the need for regular and
institutionalised consultations between troop contributing
countries and the Security Council

o the need for a uniformUN scale for death and disability
conpensati on for UN peace-keepi ng personnel

o the urgent need to address delays in reinbursing the cost of
troop contributions and conti ngent-owned equi pnent to the troop
contributing countries, in particular to non-aligned and ot her
devel opi ng countri es;

o that efforts nmust be continued to inprove the ability of the
United Nations to depl oy peace-keeping operations expeditiously.

The Mnisters, while fully appreciating the inportant rol e being

pl ayed by the Special Conmittee on Peace-Keeping operations and

wel comng its enlargenent, stressed that it is the only forumin the
United Nations with the mandate to conprehensively review the whol e
guesti on of peace-keeping operations in all their aspects.

The Mnisters reiterated their concern over the staffing structure of
t he Department of Peace-Keeping Operations of the UN Secretariat. They
hi ghlighted the fact that the increased reliance on | oaned and
seconded personnel from devel oped countries had created an inbal ance
whi ch was inconsistent with Articles 100 and 101 of the UN Charter and
created a situation whereby NAM menber states were insufficiently
represented. In this regard, the Foreign Mnisters called for thorough
review of this practice and urged the UN Secretary-Ceneral and the
conpetent bodies of the UN General Assenbly to urgently correct this

i mbal ance by providing for UN financing of posts presently occupi ed by
officers on loan. Furthermore, the UN Secretary-CGeneral should nake
every effort to ensure that the recruitnment and assignnments of | oaned
personnel are consistent with the requirenents of Articles 100 and 101



39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

of the UN Charter, particularly the inmportance of recruiting staff on
as wi de a geographical basis as possible.

The M nisters expressed satisfaction at the work of the NAM Wr ki ng
G oup on Peace- Keepi ng Operations.

E. THE FI NANCI AL SI TUATI ON OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS

Recal ling that the grave financial situation forced upon the UN had
caused consi derabl e concern to their Heads of State and Governnent at
Cartagena, the Mnisters deplored attenpts to determi ne the agenda of
the UN and its future orientation through a budgetary exercise and the
non-paynent in full, on tinme and w thout conditions, of assessed
contributions, both to the UN regul ar budget and to peace-keeping
budgets. Wile noting the efforts of the United Nations
Secretary-General to inprove efficiency and cost-effectiveness, they
enphasi sed that:

o Menber States nust faithfully honour their I|egal financial
obligations through the paynent of their assessed contributions
ontinme, in fall and w thout conditions;

0 Menmber States in arrears nust take concrete action in paying up
their dues and this should not be linked in any way to paying
out st andi ng assessed contri buti ons;

o the UN nust be given the resources to finance all nandated
programes and activities, especially those which were of crucia
concern to devel opi ng countries, such as the eradication of
poverty;

o the principle of the capacity to pay nmust remain the fundanenta
criterion for the apportionnent of nmandatory contributions to the
United Nations. Unilateral neasures, or attenpts to drastically
change the net hodol ogy of the scales of assessnments, would not be
accepted. Any review of the scale of nethodol ogy, if undertaken,
shoul d be based on consultation and consensus;

o the scales of financing peace-keepi ng operations nust reflect the
special responsibilities of the permanent menbers of the Security
Council and the econonic situation faced by other countries or
groups of countries, particularly the devel opi ng and Least
Devel oped Countries. The principles contained in the special
scal e of assessnments established by resolution 3101 (XXVIII1) for
the apportionnent of the expenses of peace-keeping operations
shoul d be adopted as the permanent basis for any further review

F. AGENDA FOR PEACE

The Mnisters observed that efforts should continue to be nade, taking
into account the interests of all nenbers of the Movenent, to evolve a
conmon position on the elenments of "An Agenda for Peace" and its

Suppl enent .

They recogni sed that the principles of the UN Charter and
international |aw were applicable to the elenents contained in an
Agenda for Peace and its Suppl ement.

They further recognised that without prejudice to the conpetence of
the other principal organs of the UN and to their respective roles in
Post - Conflict Peace-Building (PCPB) activities, the General Assenbly
has the key role in the formul ation of PCPB activities.

G REG ONAL ORGANI SATI ONS

Wiile reaffirming that the prinmary responsibility for internationa
peace and security rests with the United Nations, the Mnisters
stressed that the role of regional arrangenents or agencies, in that
regard, should not in any way substitute the role of the United
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Nations, or circumvent the full application of the guiding principles
of the United Nations and international |aw

They reaffirned that a process of consultations, cooperation and
coordi nati on between the UN and regi onal arrangenents or agencies,
based on Chapter VIII of the Charter, as well as on their nmandates
scope and conposition, is useful and can contribute to the maintenance
of international peace and security.

They stated that regional arrangenents on econonic cooperation can
contribute to devel opnment and to the growmh of the world econony
through, inter alia, the pronotion of trade, investnents and

technol ogy transfer. They stressed the need for a firmcommtnment to
enhance econonmi ¢ cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries within the
framework of an open, nultilateral, equitable and non-discrimnatory
tradi ng system

They highlighted the inportant role that regional arrangenents and
agenci es, conposed of Non-Aligned and ot her devel opi ng countries, can
play in the pronotion of regional peace and security, economc
cooperation and econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent.

H THE RI GAT TO SELF- DETERM NATI ON AND DECOLONI SATI ON

The Mnisters reiterated the continued validity of the fundanenta
right of all peoples to self-determ nation the exercise of which, in
the case of peoples under colonial or alien dom nation and foreign
occupation, is essential to ensure the eradication of all these
situations and to guarantee universal respect for human rights and
fundament al freedons. They strongly condemmed ongoi ng bruta
suppression of the legitimate aspirations for self-determ nation of
peopl es under colonial or alien dom nation and foreign occupation in
various regions of the world.

They observed with satisfaction the energence into sovereign statehood
and i ndependence of peoples once under colonial or alien dom nation
and foreign occupation. They reaffirnmed the inalienable right of
peopl es of non-self-governing territories to self-determ nation and

i ndependence in accordance with UNGA resol ution 1514 (XV) of 14
Decenber 1960 regardl ess of the territory's size, geographica

| ocation, population and Ilinmted natural resources. They renewed their
conmi tnent to hasten the conplete elimnation of colonialismand
supported the effective inplenentation of the Plan of Action of the
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism In this respect, the
principle of self-determination with respect to the rensining
territories within the franework of the Programme of Action should be
i mpl enented in accordance with the w shes of the people consistent
with UNGA resol utions and the Charter of the United Nations.

In the context of the inplementation of UNGA resolution 1514 (XV), the
M nisters reiterated that any attenpt aimed at the partial or tota

di sruption of the national unity and the territorial integrity of a
country is inconpatible with the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations.

They reaffirned the right of the people of Puerto Rico to their

sel f-determ nation and i ndependence on the basis of resolution 1514
(XV) of the UN General Assenbly and requested the Conmittee of 24 of
the UN to consider the issue during its 1997 session.

The Mnisters reiterated their support to the Conmittee of 24 and
expressed their desire that the said body would continue to actively
pursue its work in order to determne the interests of the peopl es of
non-sel f-governing territories regarding their future political
status, for which a nunber of actions, such as visiting m ssions and
regi onal seminaries, are totally adequate. For this purpose, they
call ed upon the full support of the Adm nistering Powers.
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I. MERCENARI ES

Deeply concerned at the crimnal activities of internationa
mercenaries, the Mnisters condemmed the practices of recruiting
financing, training, transit, use or supporting nercenaries as a

viol ation of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nati ons. These endangered the national security of States, especially
smal | States, as well as the safety and stability of nulti-ethnic
States and i npeded the exercise of the right of peoples to

sel f-determ nation. They therefore urged adherence to the provisions
of resolution 49/150 of UNGA, especially its call on States to
consider the possibility of signing and ratifying the Internationa
Conventi on agai nst the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of
nmercenari es.

J. DI SARVAMENT AND | NTERNATI ONAL SECURI TY

The Mnisters noted that with the end of the cold war, there is no
justification for nuclear arsenals, or concepts of internationa
security based on pronoting mlitary alliances and policies of nuclear
deterrence. Wiile the end of the cold war had created unprecedent ed
opportunities to pronote this objective, regrettably there had been
assertions which sought to justify continued reliance on nucl ear
doctrines, in certain cases agai nst non-nucl ear-weapon states. The

M nisters recalled that the Cartagena Summit had called for the
adoption of an Action Plan for the elinmination of nuclear weapons
within a tine-bound framework. They called upon the international
community to join themin negotiating and inplenmenting universal

non-di scrim natory di sarmament neasures and nutual |y agreed

confi dence-buil di ng neasures.

The M nisters noted and wel comed the various international initiatives
whi ch stress that the opportunity now exists for the internationa
community to pursue nucl ear disarmanent as a matter of the highest
priority. They al so noted that our present situation whereby

nucl ear-weapon states insist that nucl ear weapons provide uni que
security benefits, and yet nonopolize the right to own them is highly
di scrimnatory, unstable and cannot be sustai ned

The decl arations that nucl ear weapons continue to offer security to

t he nucl ear weapon states could contribute to the escal ation of the
nucl ear threat and were contrary to their undertakings to fulfi

nucl ear di sarmanment obligations. Nucl ear weapons continued to exist in
massi ve nunbers and in a state of operational readiness. It was
imperative that security in the Post-Cold War era will be pronoted

t hrough drastic reductions in nuclear weapons and their elimnation
They called for a series of agreed neasures forming part of a
progranme for nucl ear disarmanent |eading to a nucl ear-weapon-free
wor | d.

The Mnisters wel coned the advisory opinion of the International Court
of Justice that "there exists an obligation to pursue in good faith
and bring to a conclusion negotiations |eading to nuclear disarnmanment
inall its aspects under strict and effective international control™
They noted and wel comed the growi ng body of authoritative

i nternational opinion which stressed that nucl ear disarmanent should
be pursued by the international comunity as a matter of the highest
priority. They recalled that a nunber of NAM countries had taken
collective initiatives at the 50th and 51st UNGA sessions to
underscore the need for urgent action in the field of nuclear

di sarmanment, as nandated at the Cartagena Summit. The Mnisters

wel comed the useful work that had been done by a number of NAM
countries, nmenbers of the Conference on Disarmanment, in devel oping an
Action Plan for nuclear disarmanment within a tine-bound framework.
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The M nisters:

o called on the Conference on D sarnanment to establish, on
priority, an ad hoc conmittee to start negotiations on a phased
programme for the conplete elimnation of nuclear weapons w thin
a specified framework of tinme, including a Nuclear Weapons
Convention. A universal and legally binding nultilatera
agreenent shoul d be concluded committing all States to the
conplete elimnation of nuclear weapons

o urged Nucl ear Weapon States to agree to comence the negotiations
in the Conference on Disarmanent on a |egally binding
international instrunent to provide unconditional assurances to
al I non-nucl ear weapon states agai nst the use or threat of use of
nucl ear weapons;

o0 urged Nucl ear Weapon States to agree to commence nhegotiations in
the Conference on Di sarmanent on a | egally binding international
convention prohibiting the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons under any circunstances, pending the conplete elimnation
of nucl ear weapons;

0 supported the convening of the Fourth Special Session of the
United Nations General Assenbly devoted to di sarmanent; and

0 expressed satisfaction at the work of the Wrking G oup on
Di sarmanent establ i shed by the NAM Coordi nating Bureau in New

Yor k.
The M nisters noted with concern that, though the Chenical Wapons
Convention will enter into force on 29 April, 1997, the two decl ared
possessors of chem cal weapons have still not ratified it, which

j eopardi zes both the necessary universal and di sarmanent character of
the Convention as originally conceived, which has been the guiding
principle during the protracted negotiations through which the
Conventi on was achi eved. The M nisters enphasised that the First
Conference of States Parties should adopt the appropriate nmeasures
towards ensuring that the Convention is operationalised in a fair,

equi tabl e and non-di scrim natory manner that safeguards the principle
of universality and the di sarmanent character integral to the
Convention. The Mnisters further enphasised that the outstanding

i ssues before the Preparatory Commi ssion needed to be satisfactorily
resolved in order to ensure effective inplenmentation of the
Convention. In this context, they called on the devel oped countries to
pronote international cooperation through the transfer of technol ogy,
mat eri al and equi prent for peaceful purposes in the chemical field and
the renmoval of all existing nultilateral as well as nationa
discrimnatory restrictions that are contrary to the letter and spirit
of the Convention.

In the context of ongoing deliberations to strengthen the Biol ogica
Weapons Convention (BWC), the Mnisters enphasi sed that, given the

i mportance of biotechnol ogy for economi c devel opment, any verification
regime for the Biological Wapons Convention should contain specific
provisions to safeguard the security and economic interests of the
devel opi ng countries, parties to the BW.. The strengthening of the BWC
shoul d provide for ensured access for peaceful purposes to the

rel evant material, equipnent and technol ogies for their economc
growth. While asserting that the Biol ogical Wapons Convention
inherently precludes the use of biological weapons, the Mnisters
enphasi zed their support for the explicit prohibition of the use of

t hese weapons in the Convention. In this connection the Mnisters
noted that the Islamc Republic of Iran has formally presented a
proposal to anend Article | of the title of the Convention to include
the prohibition of use of biological weapons and urged an early reply
fromthe state signatories to the inquiries by the depositories on
this proposal

The Mnisters reaffirmed that gl obal and regional approaches to
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di sarmanent are conplenmentary and coul d be pursued sinultaneously.
They urged States in various regions of the world to negotiate
agreenents to pronote greater bal ance in conventional armanents and
restraint in the production and acquisition of conventional arms and,
where necessary, for their progressive and bal anced reduction, with a
view to enhancing international and regional peace and security. They
stressed that the peaceful resolution of regional and inter-State

di sputes is essential for the creation of conditions which would
enable States to divert their resources fromarmnents to econonic
growt h and devel opment. Regional disarmanent initiatives, to be
practical, needed to take into account the special characteristics of
each region and enhance the security of every state of the region
concerned. The question of accunul ati on of conventional weapons beyond
the legitinate requirenments of states for self-defense should al so be
addressed, taking into account the special characteristics of each
regi on.

The Mnisters considered the establishment of Nucl ear-Wapons Free
Zones (NWFZs) as a positive step towards attaining the objective of

gl obal Nucl ear Di sarmanent. They urged States to concl ude agreenents
with a view to creating nucl ear-weapon free zones in regi ons where
they do not exist, in accordance with the provisions of the Final
Docunment of SSOD-1. In this context, they wel coned the establishnent
of nucl ear-weapon-free zones established by the Treaties of

Tl atel ol co, Rarotonga, Bangkok and Pelindaba. The M nisters considered
t he question of the establishnent of Nucl ear-Wapon-Free Zones in

ot her parts of the world and agreed that this should be on the basis
of arrangenents freely arrived at anbng the states of the region
concerned and in conformty with the provisions of the Final Docunent
of SSOD-1. The Mnisters wel comed the effort of Mongolia to
institutionalise its status as a nucl ear-weapon-free zone.

The Mnisters reiterated their support for the establishment in the

M ddl e East of a zone free of all weapons of mass destruction. To this
end, the Mnisters reaffirned the need for the speedy establishnent of
a nucl ear-weapons-free zone in the Mddle East in accordance with the
rel evant General Assenbly resol utions adopted by consensus. They
called upon all parties concerned to take urgent and practical steps
towards the establishment of such a zone and, pending its
establ i shnent, they called on Israel, the only country in the region
that has not joined the NPT nor declared its intention to do so, to
renounce possession of nucl ear weapons, to accede to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons (NPT) wi thout delay, and to place
promptly all its nuclear facilities under full-scope | AEA safeguards.
They expressed great concern over the acquisition of nuclear
capability by Israel which poses a serious and continuing threat to
the security of neighboring and other States and they condemmed | srae
for continuing to develop and stockpile nuclear arsenals. Stability
can not be achieved in a region where nassive inbalances in mlitary
capabilities are maintained particularly through the possession of
nucl ear weapons which allow one party to threaten its nei ghbors and
the region. They further wel coned the initiative by H E Mhamed
Hosni Mubarak, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, on the
establ i shnent of a zone free from weapons of nmass destruction in the
M ddl e East. They stressed that necessary steps should be taken in
different international fora for the establishment of this zone. They
also called for the total and conplete prohibition of the transfer of
all nuclear-related equi pment, information, material and facilities,
resources or devices and the extension of assistance in the

nucl ear-rel ated scientific or technological fields to Israel

The Mnisters wel coned the signing of "The African Nucl ear-\Wapon- Free
Zone Treaty" (Treaty of Pelindaba) in Cairo on 11 April, 1996 and
affirmed that this treaty will further consolidate global efforts
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towards non-proliferation and contribute to the strengthening of
international peace and security. The Mnisters further affirmed that
t he establishment of NWZs, especially in the Mddle East, would
enhance the security of Africa

Consi stent with the decisions adopted by the 1995 Revi ew and Extension
Conference, the Mnisters of States Parties to the NPT called upon al
states, particularly the nucl ear weapon states, to fulfil their
commtnents, particularly those related to Article VI of the Treaty.
They al so enphasi sed the need to ensure and facilitate the exercise of
the inalienable right of all parties to the NPT to devel op research,
producti on and use of nucl ear energy for peaceful purposes without

di scrimnation. Undertakings to facilitate participation in the

full est possible exchange of equiprment, material and scientific and
technol ogi cal information for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy
should be fully inplemented. In this context, the Mnisters of the
States Parties to the NPT called upon the Preparatory Commi ssions up
to and including the 2000 Revi ew Conference of the NPT to engage
imediately in substantive work for the neani ngful inplenentation of
the obligations under the Treaty and the comitnents in the 1995
Princi ples and Objectives docunent.

The Mnisters of States signatories to the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) took note of the opening of the CTBT for signature
in 1996. They agreed that if the inplications of the treaty are to be
fully realized, the continued conmitment of all State signatories,
especi al ly the nucl ear weapon states, to nucl ear disarmanent will be
essenti al .

The Mnisters stated that in order to enhance international security
and stability, all States Parties to non-proliferation, arns
limtations and di sarmanent treaties should conply with and inpl ement
all provisions of such treaties. They enphasi zed that questions of
non-conpl i ance by States Parties should be resolved in a manner
consistent with such treaties and international |aw. They further
enphasi zed that any deviation fromthe role envisaged for the Security
Counci | under the UN Charter or in certain circunstances under
nmultilateral treaties on non-proliferation, arns limtation and

di sarmament woul d undermi ne the provisions of these treaties and
conventions, including the inherent mechanisms for securing redress of
violations of their provisions. Such deviations would also call into
question the value of painstaking nultilateral negotiations on

di sarmanment and arnms control treaties in the Conference on

Di sarmanent. They underlined that circunmventing or underm ning the

provi sions of existing treaties will seriously prejudice the role of
the Conference
The M nisters expressed particular concern over the illicit transfer

and the proliferation of snall arms and |ight weapons and their
accurrul ation in many countries, which constituted a threat to the
popul ati on and to national and regional security and were a factor
contributing to destabilization of states. They urged states to take
steps to deal effectively, through adm nistrative and |egislative
means, with the increasing problemof illicit transfers of weapons,
particularly small arns, which exacerbate tensions leading to strife
conflict and terrorismand inpact negatively on the socio-econonic
devel opment of affected countries. In this regard, they wel comed the
adoption of guidelines in 1996 for international arms transfers in the
context of Ceneral Assenbly resolution 46/36H of 6 Septenber 1991 by
the UN Di sar manment Commi ssion.

The M nisters wel coned the various bans, noratoria and ot her
restrictions already declared by States on anti-personnel |andm nes
and the grow ng consensus agai nst the indiscrimnnate use and transfer
of anti-personnel |andmines. They al so took note of the efforts to
elimnate themas early as possible. In this regard the Mnisters
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wel comed the decision taken by the Central American countries to
constitute their region as an anti-personnel |andm nes free zone. The
M ni sters underlined that any negotiations to ban | andni nes shoul d
take into account the legitimte national security concerns of States
as well as their legitimate rights to use appropriate neasures for

sel f-defense. They called for urgent and specific nmeasures to ensure
that affected countries had full access to material, equipnent,
technol ogy and financial resources for mine clearance. Access to
non-1| et hal technol ogi es being devel oped to performthe legitimate

def ensive role of |andm nes woul d hel p generate support for their
elimnation. The Mnisters also called for continued hunmanitarian
assi stance for victins of |andm nes.

The M nisters expressed concern about the residue of the Second Wrld
War, particularly in the formof |andm nes which cause hunan and

mat eri al damage and obstruct devel opment plans in sone Non-Aligned
countries. They called on the States responsible for |laying the mnes
outside their territories to assunme responsibility for the | andm nes,
to cooperate with the affected countries, to provide the necessary
information, maps and technical assistance for their clearance, to
contribute towards defrayal of the costs of clearance and provide
conpensation for any ensuing | osses.

The M nisters noted with concern that undue restrictions on export to
devel opi ng countries of material, equipment and technol ogy for
peacef ul purposes persist. The M nisters enphasi zed that proliferation
concerns are best addressed through multilaterally negoti ated

uni versal, conprehensive and non-di scrimninatory agreenents
Non-proliferation control arrangements should be transparent and open
to participation by all States and should ensure that they do not

i mpose restrictions on access to material, equiprent and technol ogy
for peaceful purposes required by devel oping countries for their
cont i nued devel opnent .

K. I NDI AN OCEAN AS A ZONE OF PEACE (I QzOP)

The Mnisters reaffirnmed the inportance of international cooperation
to ensure peace, security and stability in the Indian Ccean region.
They acknow edged the contribution the IOZOP initiative had nade
towards that end and underlined the inportance of the Chairman of the
Ad Hoc Conmittee on the Indian Ocean continuing informal consultations
on the future of the 1QZOP and the Commttee's work and requested the
Chairman of the Cormittee to keep the NAM coordi nating Bureau in New
York informed of devel opnments.

L. TERRORI SM

The M nisters expressed their great concern at the acts of terrorism
and subversi on which, under various pretexts and disguises, result in
the nost flagrant violations of human rights and seek to destabilize
the prevailing constitutional order and political unity of sovereign
St at es.

They wel coned with satisfaction the adoption by the General Assenbly
of the Declaration on Measures to Elimnate International Terrorism
(UNGA Resol ution 49/60) and urged that it be inplenented. They
reiterated their condemation of all acts, methods and practices of
terrorism as they have adverse consequences, inter alia on the
econony and soci al devel opment of States. They declared that terrorism
al so affects the stability of nations and the very basis of societies,
especially pluralistic societies. They also called for the urgent
conclusion and the effective inplenentati on of a conprehensive
international convention for conbating terrorism

The Mnisters further urged all States to cooperate to enhance
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international cooperation in the fight against terrorism wherever by
whoever agai nst whonmever it occurs, at the national, regional and
international |evels, and to observe and i nplenent the rel evant
international and bilateral instrunents, taking into account the Final
Docunent of the UN Conference on the Prevention of Crime held in Cairo
in 1995.

The Mnisters affirned that crimnal acts intended or calculated to
provoke a state of terror in the general public, a group of persons or
particul ar persons for whatever purposes are in any circunstance
unjustifiable, whatever the considerations or factors that may be
invoked to justify them

The Mnisters reaffirnmed that all States are under the obligation
pursuant to the purposes and principles and other provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations and other relevant international
instrunents, codes of conduct and other rules of international law to
refrain fromorgani zing, assisting or participating in terrorist acts
inthe territories of other States or acquiescing in or encouraging
activities within the territories directed towards the conm ssion of
such acts, including allowing the use of national territories and
territories under their jurisdiction for planning and training for

t hat purpose. The Mnisters solemly reaffirned their unequivocal
condemation of any political, diplomatic, noral or material support
to terrorism

They reaffirmed the Movenent's principled position under international
law on the legitimcy of struggle of peoples under colonial or alien
dom nation and foreign occupation for national |iberation and

sel f-determ nati on which did not constitute terrorism

The M nisters called once again for the endorsenent in principle of
the call for the definition of terrorismto differentiate it fromthe
legitimte struggle of peoples under colonial or alien domination and
foreign occupation, for self-determ nation and national |iberation.
They stressed the need to conbat terrorismin all its fornms and

mani f estati ons regardl ess of race, religion or nationality of the
victims or perpetrators of terrorism

The M nisters al so enphasi sed that the taki ng of hostages, wherever
and by whonever conmmitted, constitutes a serious obstacle to the full
enjoynent of all human rights and is, under any circunstances,
unjustifiable. They therefore called upon States to take all necessary
nmeasures to prevent, conbat and punish acts of hostage-taking,

i ncluding strengthening international cooperation in this field.

M | NTERNATI ONAL LAW

The M nisters enphasi zed that international |aw should becone the
instrunent for pronoting justice in international relations.

The Mnisters concurred that peace and harnony anobng nations and
peoples require States to respect and pronote the rule of |law For
this reason, they committed thensel ves to conduct their external
affairs based upon the obligations of international |aw. They agreed
that only an international society governed by | aw coul d assure peace
and security for all its nmenbers.

Further progress is necessary to achieve full respect for
international |aw and the International Court of Justice and, inter
alia, for pronoting the peaceful settlement of disputes and a system
of international crimnal justice with respect to crinmes against
humanity as well as other international offences.

The Charter refers to the International Court of Justice as the
Organi zation's principal judicial organ. The Security Council should
make greater using of the Wrld Court as a source of advisory

opi nions, and in controversial instances, use the Wrld Court as a
source of interpreting relevant international |aw and consider
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deci sions to review by the Wrld Court.

The Mnisters took note of the ongoing discussions on the
establishment of the International Crimnal Court and stressed the
need to ensure that the proposed tribunal is inmpartial and independent
of political organs of the United Nations which should not direct or
hi nder the functions of the Court nor assume a parallel or superior
role to such Court. They enphasized that the jurisdiction of the
proposed Court should be based on the consent of the states concerned
They reiterated that the principle of conplenentarity between the
jurisdiction of the International Crinminal Court and the nationa
jurisdiction is a central principle and shall, therefore, be reflected
and observed with respect to all the provisions of the Court's
statute.

The M nisters enphasised that the integrity of legal instrunents
adopted by Menber States must be maintai ned

Wth the conclusion of the cold war, many new areas of concern have
emer ged which warrant a renewal of the conmitnent of the internationa
community to uphold and defend the principles of the United Nations
Charter and international law as well as a fuller utilization of the
nechani sm and neans for the pacific settlenent of disputes, as

envi saged in the United Nations Charter.

The Mnisters called upon all States to refrain from adopting or

impl ementing extra-territorial or unilateral neasures of coercion as
neans of exerting pressure on non-aligned and devel opi ng countri es.
They noted that neasures such as Hel ms Burton and Kennedy-D Amato Acts
constitute violations of international |aw and the Charter of the
United Nations, and called upon the international comunity to take
effective action in order to arrest this trend.

The Mnisters reiterated their concern for the insistence of certain
States to resort to one-sided qualifications of the policies of other
States, thus serving interests of their own. They rejected the
continued use of unilateral nechanisnms of evaluation, qualification
and certification, as they are inconsistent with the principles of
sovereign equality of States and of non-intervention and undernine
mul tilateral instrunments and mechani sns established for this purpose
The Mnisters reiterated once again the commtnment expressed by the
Heads of State or Government at the Eleventh Summit held in Cartagena
to jointly oppose all kinds of conditionalities and coercive

unil ateral neasures, rules and policies that are attenpted to be

i mposed or those that are inposed on Menmber States.

The Mnisters called upon all States to refrain from adopting or

i mpl enenting any unilateral measures not in accordance with
international |aw and the Charter of the United Nations.

The Mnisters called on all States to cooperate with the Internationa
Crimnal Tribunal for Rwanda and to apprehend and return for tria

t hose who conmitted the crinme of genocide in Rmanda to the country
where the crime was conmitted.

N. LAWCOF THE SEA

The M nisters wel comed the establishnment of the International Tribuna
of the Law of the Sea and al so the Commi ssion on the Limts of the
Continental Shelf and noted that the International Seabed Authority is
now operational. They urged all countries, and especially devel oped
countries, that have not yet done so, to ratify the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea and the Agreenent relating to the inplenmentation of
Part XI of the Convention at the earliest. They reaffirmed that the
Convention and the Agreenent represent significant achi evenents of the
international comunity through nmultilateral efforts in creating a

| egal order for the seas and oceans which will inter-alia, facilitate
i nternational conmunications, pronote the peaceful uses of the seas
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and oceans, the equitable and efficient utilization of their
resources, the conservation of their living sources, as well as the
protection and preservation of the marine environnent.

The Mnisters called on the international comunity to give greater
support to the |and-1ocked devel opi ng countries in inproving their
transit transport facilities to encourage their efforts in overconing
difficulties hanpering transit trade

O PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT COF DI SPUTES

The M nisters enphasized the need for a renewal of commitnent by the
international comunity to uphold and defend the principles of the UN
Charter and international law as well as the neans envisaged in the UN
Charter for the pacific settlenent of disputes. The role of the
Movenment in promoting a just international order would | argely depend
on its inner strength, unity and cohesion. It is therefore incunbent
on all Menber States to work earnestly towards pronoting the
solidarity and unity of the Movenent.

To this end, the Mnisters recalled the mandate of the Coordinating
Bureau to study further the question of a nechanismfor peacefu

settl ement of disputes between Menber States, including proposals nade
and positions expressed at the Cartagena Summit and to report to the
Conmi ttee on Met hodol ogy.

CHAPTER |I: ANALYSI S OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL SI TUATI ON
A. M DDLE EAST

Pal esti ne

Recal ling the Cartagena Declaration, the Mnisters reaffirned their
full support for the legitimate struggle of the Pal estinian people to
secure their inalienable rights, including the right to return to
their hones and property and to self-deternination and the
establ i shnent of their independent State on their national soil. They
reiterated their demand for the withdrawal of Israel from al

Pal estinian and other Arab |ands, including Jerusalem occupied since
1967. The Mnisters reaffirmed all Security Council and CGenera
Assenbly resolutions relating to Jerusalemas an integral part of the
occupi ed Pal estinian territories and demanded their inplenentation,
especially Security Council resolutions No 252 (1968), 465 (1980), 478
(1980), 1073 (1996) and General Assenbly resolution 223/51, and
considered the Israeli neasures ained at altering the |egal,

geogr aphi ¢ and denographic character of Jerusal em and ot her actions,
contrary to these resolutions, as null and void.

The M nisters welconed the elections, |last year, in the West Bank and
Gaza and the ensuing constitution of the Pal estine Legislative Counci
in January 1996 and President Arafat's assunption of the office of
President the Pal estinian National Authority. The Mnisters called
upon States to support the efforts of the Pal estinian people and the
P.N.A to rebuild their econony and national institutions.

They consi dered the persistence of the Governnent of Israel inits
policies of establishing and enl arging existing Jewi sh settlements in
the occupied Pal estinian territory, particularly in and around
Jerusal em such as the recent decision to confiscate Pal estinian | and
and establish a Jewi sh settlement in Jabal Abu Ghnaim as illegal and
constituting a violation of the relevant international resolutions and
a breach of contractual binding agreenments, conmtnments and guarant ees
bet ween the parties concerned. They, furthernore, considered that such
violations by Israel constitute a threat to peace and to the ongoing
peace process in the Mddle East. They recalled that the current peace
process is based on the principles and terns of reference of the
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Madri d Conference of 1991, nanely; the inplenentation of UN Security
Counci|l resolutions 242 and 338 and the principle of "land for peace".
Wil e they supported the ongoing peace process, they expressed their
grave concern that the CGovernment of Israel has failed to abide by its
obligations and its commtnents to inplement the ternms of the
agreenents on the agreed scheduled time, and that Israel has failed to
respect and carry out the rel evant decisions of the Security Council
The Mnisters recalled that the UN Security Council, because of the
lack of unanimty of the permanent nenbers, has failed to exercise its
responsibility for the mai ntenance of international peace and
security. They recalled that the purpose of the United Nations is,
inter alia, to take effective collective neasures for the prevention
and renoval of threats to peace. They decided to call for an energency
speci al session of the UN General Assenbly to consider the situation
in the occupied Palestinian territory including Jerusalem with a view
to maki ng appropriate recommendati on to nenbers for collective
measures as prescribed in UN General Assenbly resolution 377 (V) of 3
Novenber 1950.

They requested the UN Secretary-Ceneral to take the necessary steps to
convene such an Energency Special Session. They decided to communicate
to the UN Secretary-General their concurrence to convene such an

Enmer gency Speci al Sessi on.

The Mnisters reaffirmed their conmitnent to respect and ensure
respect for international hunanitarian law in all circunstances. In
this context they affirned their obligation to ensure respect by

I srael, the occupying Power, for the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949
relative to the Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem occupied
by Israel since 1967.

Lebanon

The Mnisters expressed full support and respect for the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon. They expressed again
their condemation of the continued occupation by |Israel of parts of
Sout h Lebanon and the Western Bekaa, and reaffirned their full support
for Lebanon's efforts directed towards the |iberation of these
territories. They expressed their deep concern with regard to the
repeated |Israeli aggressions against Lebanon and its citizens, as well
as the hardships and sufferings inflicted on Lebanese citizens
detained in Israel's jails and prison canps. They reaffirmed the need
for a speedy and unconditional inplenentation of Security Counci
resolution 425 (1978) as a prerequisite for peace and security in the
region, and for the release of all Lebanese detai nees held by Israel

Syrian CGol an

The Mnisters affirmed that all neasures and actions taken, or to be
taken by Israel, the occupying power, such as its decision of 14
Decenber 1981, that purport to alter the status of the occupied Syrian
Gol an,, are null and void; constitute a flagrant violation of
international |aw, the fourth Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949 and
the United Nations resolutions, and have no | egal effect. They called
upon Israel to conply with Security Council resolution 497 (1981) and
to fully withdraw fromthe occupied Syrian CGolan, to the lines of 4
June 1967, in inplenentation of Security Council resolutions 242 and
338.

The Peace Process

The Mnisters affirned their support for the Mddl e East peace
process, and the inplementation of all agreements signed withinits
framewor k between the concerned parties, as well as the conm tnents
and pl edges nmade in accordance with the basis and terns of reference
of the Madrid Conference, and United Nations resolutions, in



107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

particul ar Security Council resolutions 242, 338 and 425 and the
principle of "land for peace", which guarantees Israel's tota
withdrawal fromall occupied Palestine and the Arab territories to the
lines of 4 June 1967, including the city of Jerusalem the Syrian

Gol an, as well as the south of Lebanon and the Western Bekaa, occupied
since 14 March 1978; they called upon Israel to reaffirmits adherence
to its conmitments given during the negotiations, and resune the tal ks
on the Syrian track fromthe point they stopped at. They al so called
for the restoration of the inalienable rights of the Pal estinian
people; including their right to return, to self-deternmination, and to
the establishment of their independent State on their national soil,
with Jerusalemas its capital

The Mnisters considered the Israeli persistence in its settlenent
policies in Jerusalemand the test of the occupied Pal estinian and
Arab territories, to be inconsistent with all international treaties,
conventions and resolutions, particularly the Fourth Geneva Convention
of 1949, and to constitute a serious threat to the peace process.

The M nisters noted with appreciation the comendabl e efforts exerted
by the Syrian and Lebanese Governnents, in order to open up
possibilities for achieving progress in their full commitnments to
peace in the Mddle East, and to resunme the tal ks fromthe point they
stopped at; and demanded that Israel totally withdraw fromthe
occupi ed Syrian Gol an and Lebanese territories, in inplenentation of
rel evant Security Council resolutions, and in accordance with
international law, and the principle of inadm ssibility of the
acquisition of territory by force

B. EURCPE

Bosni a- Her zegovi na

The M nisters condemmed the acts of aggression, genocide and ethnic
cl eansi ng agai nst the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina and its
popul ati on. They called for the full and conprehensive inplenentation
of the General Framework Agreenment for Peace in Bosnia-Herzegovina. In
this context, they stressed the inportance of cooperation and
conpliance with the International Criminal Tribunal for the forner
Yugosl avi a, establishment of the necessary conditions for the
voluntary return of refugees and displ aced persons, and the
establ i shnent of the comon institutions for the naintenance of peace
and stability in the region. They further stressed that individua
responsibility for the perpetration of crines against hunanity and
other serious violations of humanitarian | aw shoul d be established
and that all indictees nust be handed over to the Tribunal. They
called on the parties to establish the necessary conditions for the
hol ding of free, fair and denocratic el ections in Septenber 1997.

The M nisters enphasised the need for the Security Council to ensure
full inplementation of all its resolutions and decisions relating to
Bosni a- Her zegovi na

Cyprus

The Mnisters reaffirnmed all previous positions and decl arati ons of

t he Non- Al i gned Movement on the question of Cyprus and expressed deep
concern over the fact that no progress has been achieved in the search
for a just and viable solution. They reiterated their support for the
sovereignty, unity, independence and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Cyprus, and their solidarity with the people and the
Governnent of Cyprus. They called once again for the w thdrawal of al
occupation forces and settlers, the return of the refugees to their
homes in conditions of safety, and the accounting for those m ssing.
Reiterating their position that the present status quo in Cyprus
created and mai ntai ned by the use of force, is unacceptable, they
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stressed the need for securing conpliance with and inpl enmentation of
all UN resolutions and to that end for the Security Council to take
resol ute action and neasures, including the holding of an
international conference and the denilitarization of Cyprus, proposed
by the President of Cyprus. Furthernore, expressing their concern at
the continuing |ack of political will on the part of the Turkish side,
as confirnmed by the report of the United Nations Secretary-Ceneral
(docunent S/1994/629, dated 30 May 1994), they reaffirnmed their
support for the United Nations Secretary-General's efforts for a just
and wor kabl e sol ution, as provided in paragraph 2 of Security Council
resolution 939 (1994) and decided to request the contact group of
Non- Al i gned countries to actively follow and support such efforts.

Security and Cooperation in the Mediterranean

The M nisters reviewed the devel opnments that occurred in the

Medi t erranean region since the Cartagena Summit. They reaffirmed their
determination to intensify the process of dial ogue and consultations
in the pronotion of conprehensive and equitabl e cooperation in the
region in resolving the problenms existing in the Mediterranean region,
in the elimnation of the cause of tension and the consequent threat
to peace and security. The Mnisters stressed that respect for the
right to self-determination, elimnation of foreign occupation and
foreign bases, non-interference in the internal affairs and respect
for the sovereignty of States are prerequisites for the establishnent
of peace and stability in the Mediterranean region.

The M nisters welconed the various initiatives advanced to pronote
Medi t erranean cooperation and security as reflected in the rel evant
par agr aphs of the Final Docunent of Cartagena in welcom ng the

deci si on taken by the | PU Second Conference on Security and
Co-operation in the Mediterranean to set up an Association of

Medi terranean States, the Mnisters stated the conviction that
Parliaments should be actively involved in bringing the peoples of the
Medi t erranean regi on closer together.

The M nisters took note of the ongoing Euro- Mediterranean process and
wel comed the decision by the Barcel ona Committee to hold their next
meeting of the Euro-Mediterranean Foreign Mnisters in Malta on 15th
and 16th April 1997. In this regard, the Mnisters recognised that
prospects for a closer Euro-Mediterranean partnership in all spheres
woul d enhance such a process and woul d benefit fromthe participation
of all the Mediterranean States in strengthening cooperation in the
region.

The Mnisters conmended the efforts of the Non-Aligned Mediterranean
countries in neeting the emerging nultiple challenges heightened by
terrorist activities and organized crinminal activity, including drug
trafficking, nmoney laundering and illegal migration, which are posing
a serious threat to security and stability in the region. In this
context, the Mnisters committed thensel ves to strengthen further
their cooperation with a viewto elimnating these threats and thus
enhancing the current political, econonmc and social situation in the
Medi t erranean region.

C. AFRICA

Bur undi

On the situation in Burundi, the Mnisters wel coned the proposed
regional summit to be held at Arusha on 16 April 1997 as expressed by
the Conference of Heads of State and CGovernment of the Central Organ
for Conflict Prevention, Managenent and Resol ution of the Organization
of African Unity (QAU) held at Lomeé on 26 and 27 March 1997.

Somal i a



117. The Mnisters expressed deep concern over the lack of a lasting
solution to the political crisis in Somalia. They wel coned the recent
devel opments in particular the conclusion of the Sodere (Ethiopia)
Agreement of 3 January 1997 and the establishnment of a National
Sal vation Council as an encouragi ng step towards peace and nationa
reconciliation in the country. The M nisters enphasi sed the inportance
of achieving an all-inclusive political settlement of the conflict in
Sonal ia. They called on all Somali, nmovements to join hands to find a
genui ne and | asting solution to the problemthat has crippled the
country and caused hardship to the people, and to inplenent all
agreenents reached so far. The Mnisters noted with appreciation the
efforts of the Organization of African Unity, in particular of the
countries of I1GAD (Inter-CGovernnental Authority for Devel opnent), in
the search for peace and stability in Somalia. They also noted with
appreciation the efforts of the League of Arab States towards Sonal
nati onal reconciliation.

118. They noted the inportant role of the United Nations. the League of
Arab States and the Organization of the Islanic Conference in the
efforts to assist the Somali people in restoring peace, stability and
national reconciliation, and called upon these organizations to
closely coordinate their efforts with those of the QAU and | GAD.

119. They appealed to the international comunity to provide humanitarian
aid as well as assistance for the reconstruction of Somalia in a
wel | -cal i brated manner and with the goal of advancing the peace
process and strengtheni ng constituencies for peace.

Li bya

120. The Mnisters confirnmed the position of the Movenent as contained in
paragraph 163 of the final docunent of the Eleventh Summit in
Cartagena. They expressed concern at the non-acceptance by the three
Western countries of the appeals of regional and internationa
organi zations and their efforts to reach a peaceful settlenment based
on the principles of international |aw.

121. They also affirned that the nmeasures inposed on Libya are no | onger
justifiable, and urged the Security Council to expeditiously review
the air enmbargo and the other neasures inposed on Libya with a viewto
lifting them The Mnisters further underlined that the escal ation of
the crisis, the threat to inpose additional sanctions and the use of
force as a neans of conducting relations anong States are a violation
of the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of the
Non- Al i gned Movenent.

122. Moreover, the Mnisters supported the proposals submitted jointly by
the Organi zation of African Unity and the League of Arab States, as
contained in the declaration of the 65th regul ar session of the
Council of Mnisters of the Organization of African Unity, held in
Tripoli from24 to 28 February 1997. These proposals are as foll ows:

Option 1 : To hold the trial of the two suspects in a third and
neutral country to be determ ned by the Security Council

Option 2 : To have the two suspects tried by Scottish judges at the
international Court of Justice (1CJ) at The Hague, in accordance wth
Scottish | aw.

Option 3 : To establish a special crimnal tribunal at the 1C
Headquarters in The Hague to try the two suspects.

Western Sahara

123. The Mnisters, noting the | atest devel opnments in resolving the
question of Western Sahara, reiterated the support of the Mwvenent for
the efforts of the United Nations to organi ze and supervi se an
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impartial, free and fair referendumin accordance with the Settl enment
Plan and with rel evant Security Council resolutions.

Sierra Leone

The M nisters wel coned the Peace Agreenment concl uded on 30 Novenber
1996 i n Abidjan between the Governnment of the Republic of Sierra Leone
and the Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone and expressed the
hope that the Peace Agreenent would lead to a speedy resolution of the
pr obl em

Li beria

The M nisters wel coned the recent positive devel opnents in the peace
process in Liberia on the basis of the Abuja Agreement and its revised
schedul e of inplenmentation. They noted with satisfaction the
substantial progress in the disarmanment of conbatants, the
revitalization of civil society and the preparations being made, in
conjunction with ECOMS and the United Nations, for the hol ding of
denocratic presidential and | egislative elections in Liberia on 30 May
1997. They paid tribute to the Menmber States of the Econom ¢ Comunity
of West African States (ECOMS), to the ECOMS Chairnman and to the nen
and wonen of the ECOMS Mnitoring Goup (ECOMOG, for their untiring
efforts and many sacrifices in the search for |asting peace and
national reconciliation in Liberia. They al so expressed appreciation
to the United Nations, the Organization of African Unity, the donor
conmunity, international agencies and non-governnental organizations
for their support, and urged their continued assistance to the peace
process in Liberia, including the repatriation, resettlenent and
reintegration of refugees and the reconstruction of the country.

As the crucial phase of el ections approaches, the Mnisters enphasized
the inmportance of all Liberian parties and | eaders abiding by their
obligations under the Abuja peace plan to ensure the holding of free
and fair elections leading to the establishment of a denocratically

el ected government in the country. They further called on the
international comunity to contribute to the United Nations Trust Fund
for Liberia and to respond generously and in timely fashion to the
appeal of ECOWAS for the provision of necessary resources to ECOMOG
so as to enable it to discharge its responsibilities under the peace
pl an, particularly the provision of adequate security for the

el ections. They reaffirmed their commitment to the Arnms Enbargo

i mposed on Liberia by United Nations Security Council resolution 788
of 1992, and called on menbers of the international community to fully
adhere to it.

Angol a

The M nisters reviewed the devel opnents regardi ng the Angol a peace
process since the Cartagena Summit and reaffirmed their commtment to
the Lusaka protocol as a fundamental basis for the restoration of
peace and national reconciliation in Angola. They wel coned the
progress made in the inplenmentation of the Lusaka Protocol and
reiterated the validity of the relevant Security Council resolutions
which attribute inportance to the full inplenentation of the Lusaka
Protocol by the Government of Angola and UNI TA.

The M nisters considered it fundanental that the Governnent of Angol a
and UNI TA take urgent and decisive steps towards the fulfillnent of
their commitnments in order to ensure the continued involvenment of the
international comunity in the peace process in Angol a.

They reiterated their appeal to UNITA to conply with all provisions of
the Lusaka Protocol in good faith and wi thout further delay.

The M nisters wel coned the recent visit of the UN Secretary-General to
Angol a and appreciated the efforts of his Special Representative in
Angol a and of the Troi ka of observers who have contributed nuch
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towards progress in the peace process.

The Mnisters expressed appreciation for the support of the
international comunity and called for increased hunmanitarian
assi stance and support for the national reconstruction of Angol a.

Mayotte

The Mnisters reiterated the unquestionabl e sovereignty of the Islamc
Federal Republic of the Conoros over the island of Mayotte, as well as
the fulfillment of the commtments acquired prior to the referendum of
22 Decenber 1974 regarding respect for the unity and territorial
integrity of the Conoros. They urged the Government of France to

accel erate the process of negotiations with a viewto ensuring the
effective and early return of the island of Mayotte to the Compros, in
accordance with United Nations General Assenbly resolution 49/18 of 6
Decenber 1994, and ot her resol utions adopted by the General Assenbly
on this matter.

Chagos Archi pel ago

The Mnisters reiterated the support of the Non-Aligned Mvenent for
the sovereignty of Mauritius over the Chagos Archipel ago, including

Di ego Garcia, and called on the forner colonial power to pursue the

di al ogue with the CGovernment of Mauritius for the early return of the
Archi pel ago. In this resect, they noted with satisfaction the
initiation of certain confidence-building neasures by the two parties.

The Situation in the G eat Lakes Region

The M nisters expressed their deep concern at the deteriorating
situation in Eastern Zaire. They noted that the situation had grave
humani t ari an consequences for the refugees and other victins of the
conflict in the region, and accordingly called for an end to the
hostilities to facilitate humanitarian assi stance and the
rehabilitation of refugees and displaced persons. The Mnisters

advi sed the parties to the conflict that political dialogue was the
sol e neans of resolving their conflict. The Mnisters expressed their
support for the five-point peace plan subnmitted by the joint UN QAU
Speci al Representative to the Great Lakes region.

The M nisters expressed their sincere appreciation for the initiative
by President Daniel arap Mi of Kenya in convening the Nairobi I, Il
and I'll Summits of Heads of State on the situation in the Geat Lakes
region.

The Mnisters also noted with satisfaction the efforts nade,
especially by countries of the region, to find a speedy solution to
the conflict in Eastern Zaire, as well as the results of the recent
Extraordi nary Summit of Heads of State and Governnent of the Central
Organ of the QAU Mechani sm for the prevention, nmanagenent and
resolution of conflicts in Africa held in Lom® (Togo) on 26 and 27
March 1997, at which the State of Zaire and representatives of the

Al liance of Denocratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo-Zaire (ADFL)
accepted the principles of direct negotiation and cease-fire. Lastly,
the Mnisters welconed the efforts made by the South African
Governnent to facilitate negotiations between the ADFL and the State
of Zaire, negotiations which began in South Africa on 4 April 1997.

D. ASI A

The Situation between Irag and Kuwait

The M nisters reviewed the situation between Iraq and Kuwait, and
enphasi sed that all Menber States of the Movenent are conmitted to
respect the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political

i ndependence of both Kuwait and Iraq They enphasi sed that the full
impl ementation of all relevant Security Council resolutions
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constitutes the neans of establishing peace, security and stability in
the region. In this respect, they noted the need to resolve
expeditiously the problens of all prisoners/detainees and m ssing
persons of Kuwait, and of third country nationals, by means of serious
and sincere cooperation with the International Conmittee of the Red
Cross in order to reach a solution of this issue. They reviewed the

i ssue of human suffering in Iraq, and positively noted recent

devel opments that allow the inport of essential civilian necessities
by Iraq.

Tur key-1raq

The M nisters deplored the repeated actions of the Turkish arnmed
forces violating the territorial integrity of Iraq under the pretext
of fighting guerrilla elements hiding inside Iraqgi territory. These
actions of the Turkish armed forces constitute stark illega

violations of the international boundaries nutually recognised between
the two countries. The Mnister's also rejected the so-called
"hot-pursuit" measures adopted by Turkey to justify such actions

whi ch are abhorrent to international |aw and to the nornms of practice
anongst St at es.

Kor ean Peninsul a

The Mnisters reaffirmed their support for the efforts of the Korean
people to reunite their honel and based on the principles set forth in
the North-South Joint Statement of 4 July 1972, as well as in the
Agreenment concluded in February 1992. They noted the inportance of
guar ant eei ng durabl e peace and security in the Korean peninsula for

t he sake of the comon prosperity of the Korean people, as well as the
peace and security of North-East Asia and the rest of the world. They
stressed that the reunification of Korea should be realized by
peaceful neans. They expressed the hope that the nuclear issue in the
Korean Peninsula, given its political and mlitary nature, should be
resol ved by peaceful neans, through di al ogue and negoti ati ons anobng
all the parties concerned and through full inplenmentation of the
Geneva Agreed Framework and the Kual a Lunmpur statenent between the
Denocratic People's Republic of Korea and the United States of Anerica
and ot her agreed rel evant docunents, taking into account the need for
conti nued cooperation with the | AEA

Af ghani st an

The Mnisters called upon all states to respect the unity,

i ndependence territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Islamc
State of Afghanistan as well as the right of the Afghan people to
determine their own destiny.

They expressed their concern over the continuation of hostilities in
the Islamic State of Afghanistan and called upon all states to
strictly refrain fromany outside interference in the internal affairs
of Afghani stan including the involvenent of foreign mlitary personne
and the supply of arns to various parties.

They further added that there should be no mlitary solution and

call ed upon all Afghan parties to cooperate with UN efforts to
facilitate national reconciliation and reconstruction of Afghanistan,
specifically to nediate an end to the conflict and to facilitate the
i mpl enentati on of a conprehensive settlenent to be agreed upon by the
Af ghan parties which would include inter alia inmediate and durable
cease fire, the demlitarization of Kabul and the establishnent of a
fully representative and broad based transitional governnent of
national unity.

They expressed the hope that the Afghan parties would nove towards
nati onal reconciliation in accordance with UN Security Counci
resolution 1076, UN General Assenmbly resolutions 51/195 and 51/108 and



144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

wel coned the considerable efforts made by the UN Secretary-CGeneral and
the Head of United Nations Special M ssion to Afghani stan (UNSMA).

The M nisters expressed concern about actions underm ning the security
of State frontiers, including the growing illicit traffic in arns and

narcotics by crimnal elenents and groups fromcertain areas of

Af ghani stan and about the use of Afghan territory for the training and
harboring of terrorists, which create a threat to peace and stability

in the entire region, including Afghanistan.

Sout h- East Asi a

The Mnisters recogni zed the role of ASEAN i n mai ntai ni ng peace
stability and prosperity in the region and in enhancing cooperation in
the wi der Asia-Pacific region, and that of ARF in pronoting di al ogue
and nutual confidence anpngst its partners. They wel conmed the progress
of ASEAN s continuing efforts to realize the objective of Zone of
Peace, Freedom and Neutrality in South-East Asia (ZOPFAN) and the
signing of the Treaty on the South-East Asia Nucl ear-Wapon Free Zone
(SEANWFZ) by all ten South-East Asian countries. They regarded the
establ i shnment of SEANWPZ as an inportant contribution to peace
security and stability in the Asia-Pacific region. For the

ef fectiveness of the Treaty, the Mnisters encouraged al

nucl ear-weapon States to extend their support and cooperation by
acceding to the Protocol of the Treaty.

The M nisters enphasi zed the need to resolve all sovereignty and
jurisdictional disputes concerning the South China Sea by peacefu
neans without resort to force and/or threat to use force, and urged
all parties to exercise restraint with a viewto creating a positive
climate for the eventual resolution of all contentious issues. They
expressed concern over recent devel opments that may lead to a
deterioration of peace and stability in the region. In this context,
the Mnisters supported the principles contained in the 1992 ASEAN
Decl aration on the South China Sea; and stressed the need for the ful

i mpl enentation of such principles by all concerned. They expressed the
hope that all concerned will refrain fromfurther actions that may
under m ne peace, stability, trust and confidence in the region,

i ncl udi ng possi bly undernining freedom of navigation and aviation in
affected areas. They |likew se urged the claimants to address the issue
in various bilateral and multilateral fora, and in this regard
reiterated the significance of pronoting all types of
confidence-buil di ng neasures anong all patties. To this end, they

wel coned the I ndonesian initiative in sponsoring the workshop on
managi ng the potential conflict in the South China Sea and ot her
neasures | aunched by the concerned parties in the region to enhance
cooperation and to ensure the peaceful settlenent of all outstanding
questi ons.

E. LATIN AMERI CA AND THE CARI BBEAN

Associ ation of Caribbean States

The Mnisters noted with satisfaction the efforts to deepen the
process of cooperation and devel opnent anong States in the region
t hrough the Associ ation of Caribbean States.

Hai t i

The Mnisters noted with satisfaction the significant progress nade in
the re-establishnment of denobcracy in Haiti, and urged the
international conmmunity to continue to offer Haiti material and other
support (including technical and financial assistance) to enable it to
deepen the process of denpbcracy and pronpte its sustained econonm c and
soci al devel opnent. They al so agreed that the extension of the United
Nations Mssion in Haiti (UNMH) shoul d be considered in the context
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of devel opnents in Haiti and in accordance with the wi shes of the
CGovernnent of Haiti.

Cuba

The M nisters called upon the Government of the United States of
America to put an end to the econonmic, comrercial and financial
measures and actions agai nst Cuba which, in addition to being
unilateral and contrary to the United Nations Charter and
international law, and to the principle of good neighborliness, cause
huge nmaterial |osses and econoni c danage. They cal |l ed upon the United
States of America to settle its differences with Cuba through
negoti ati ons on the basis of equality and mutual respect, and
requested strict conpliance with resolutions 47/19, 48/16, 49/9, 50/10
and 51/ 17 of the General Assenbly of the United Nations. They
expressed deep concern about new | egislation enacted by the Congress
of the United States that would intensify the enbargo agai nst Cuba and
widen its extraterritorial nature. They al so urged the Governnent of
the United States to return the territory now occupi ed by the

Guant anano Naval base to Cuban sovereignty and to put an end to
aggressive radi o and TV transni ssions agai nst Cuba.

Guat emal a

The Mnisters expressed their satisfaction at the signing of the
agreenent on a firmand | asting peace, on 29 Decenber 1996, between
the Government of Guatemal a and the UNI DAD Revol uci onari a Naci onal
Guatenal teca (URNG, which put a definite end to the Guatenal an
internal confrontation. This accord generates a situation of peace
which leads to political stability and econonic devel opnent in the
regi on.

The M nisters appealed to the international comunity to strengthen
its support and financial assistance towards the inplenmentation of the
conm tnents contained in the peace agreenent, which will contribute to
the consolidation of peace in Guatenal a.

The Mnisters al so expressed their satisfaction at the inportant
contribution nade by the United Nations to the peace process in

Guat enal a.

Panama

The M nisters wel coned the plans of the Government of Pananma to
convene a Universal Congress on the Panama Canal in Panama City in
Sept enber 1997 to be attended by governments, internationa

organi zations, maritime users and international maritime transport
conpanies, in order to consider jointly the role that that the Panama
Canal should play in the twenty-first century.

Guyana- Venezuel a Controversy

The Mnisters noted the firmcommtnment of Guyana and Venezuela to the
peaceful resolutions of the controversy which exists between them To
this end, they fully supported the parties in their decision to
continue to avail thenselves of the good offices of the UN
Secretary-General and his Special Representative with a viewto
reaching a definitive settlement as called for by the Geneva Agreenent
of 1966.

Central Anerican Integration System (SICA)

The M nisters acknow edged the significant progress of the process of
integration and regional cooperation through the Central American
Integration System (SICA).

CHAPTER |1 1: ECONOM C | SSUES



A. THE MOVEMENT AND | NTERNATI ONAL ECONOM C | SSUES

156. The Mnisters reviewed the evolving international economc situation
particularly since the Cartagena Sunmit in 1995. They observed that:
o the high gromh of sone devel opi ng countries was contri buting

significantly to the | oconotive forces of world economc growth
and stressed that the process of global integration of devel oping
countries was thus paying dividends to the industrialized
countries as well. The growth of devel opi ng countries as a whole
had continued to outpace that of devel oped countries in the |ast
two years and this trend was likely to continue

o0 however, the world econony has denonstrated noderate growh rates
that have fallen far short of expectations while the devel opi ng
countries continued to assune the high costs derived from
econonmi c reformpolicies, the | ack of coordinated policies in the
devel oped countries to increase denand, stabilize nmarkets and
liberalize trade so as to provide a favorable internationa
econom ¢ environment for the devel opi ng countries has been
di sappoi nting. Even the nmpbst strenuous efforts by many devel opi ng
countries to capitalize on opportunities flounder in the face of
structural gl obal econom c constraints, which include persistent
debt burdens, declining ODA flows, currency fluctuations, uneven
i nvestnent flows and overly cautious deflationary policies of
devel oped countri es;

o signs of growh notw t hstandi ng, |arge nunber of devel opi ng
countries continue to face serious econonmic difficulties as the
process of gl obalization has put severe strain on their
devel opnent prospects. Poverty has continued to increase causing
i mmense human suffering in these countries;

o gl obal econom c growh was driven by rapidly grow ng
international trade and investnment flows conpared to world
out put, underlining that prospects of spreading growth across
countries and regions |argely depended upon greater participation
of devel oping countries in these flows;

o0 the extent and spread of Foreign Direct Investnent (FDI) inflows
into devel opi ng countries, though demonstrating an increase,
remai ned uneven. Sone devel opi ng countries recorded substantia
increases in their share of FDI outflows and greater integration
in the global industrial econony;

o sone devel opi ng countries achi eved substantial and positive
changes in their production and infrastructure capacities,

i nternational conpetitiveness and i nvestment attractiveness,
thereby creating new conplenentarities and strengths to pronote
Sout h- Sout h cooper ati on;

0 increased trade, investnent and technol ogy fl ows between
devel oped and sone devel opi ng countries were a positive sum
equation for growth, devel opnent, enploynment creation and
enhanced prosperity for all. Nonetheless, this process stil
el udes a nunber of devel oping countries, particularly within the
LDCs and African countries. In spite of signs of economc
progress in sone African countries, a |arge nunber of countries
in the region, continue to face serious econonic and soci al
difficulties, The debt burden, the decreasing flow of financia
resources and the | ow conmpdity prices remain the principa
obstacl es of econonic devel opment in sone of these countries.

157. The Mnisters stressed that current trends of globalization and
liberalization have had a variabl e i npact on devel opi ng econoni es.
Wil e sonme signs of progress in sonme countries have been noticed, a
| arge nunber of NAM Menber States continue to suffer from economc
stagnation and narginalisation. The Mnisters noted that the gap
between rich and poor countries continued to wi den. The uneven i npact
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i s conpounded by new chal |l enges relating to i ssues of access to
markets, to capital and to new technol ogi es. They underlined that the
devel opnment di mensi on and the needs, priorities, capacities and
potential of devel oping countries should be at the center of any

gl obal vision for the conming decades. This will ensure that processes
of gl obalization and liberalization as well as the prosperity,
stability and security generated by them materialize and are
sustained. At the same tine, it will ensure that the devel opi ng
countries would avoid the risks arising fromthe process of

gl obal i zation, including the risk of marginalisation.

The Mnisters reiterated that the devel oping countries have not only

i mpacted on world econonmic growth and input demand in a significant
way, but constitute a dynamic and integral part of the internationa
econonic order. The Mnisters, however, regretted the fact that the
voi ce of devel oping countries in decision making still did not
realistically reflect their energence as inportant actors in the world
econony. They urged devel oped countries to give this cunul ative
contribution and role, meaningful and comensurate recognition.
Therefore, the participation of devel oping countries in gl oba
econoni ¢ deci sion nmaeking, including in the econonic, trade and
financial institutions should be enhanced.

The M nisters urged the devel oped countries to ensure that economic
agreenents and nmechani sns fully take into account the concerns of al
parties specially devel oping countries and incorporate a bal ance of
interest and benefit. In particular, the special inportance of
supporting devel opnment policies and objectives of sustained economic
growt h of devel opi ng countries should be recogni sed. They called on

t he devel oped countries to ensure the fulfillment of their obligation
to meet the UN target of 0.7%of their GNP for overall Oficial

Devel opnent Assi stance (ODA) for the devel opnent of devel oping
countries, and also to ensure that within that target 0.15 to 0.20% of
GNP is earmarked for the Least Devel oped Countries (LDCs).

The Mnisters reaffirnmed the need to establish an open, rule based
account abl e, predictable, just, equitable, conprehensive and

non-di scrim natory gl obal system of econonmic relations, specially at a
ti me when devel opi ng countries were actively engaged in the
constructive process of liberalization and integration into the globa
econony. They urged the devel oped countries to undertake necessary
structural adjustnments and refrain from protectioni st tendencies,
emer gi ng out of unfounded fears, against competitive inmports from
devel opi ng countries and agai nst FDI outflows to them in the interest
of new growth opportunities.

The Mnisters called on devel oped countries to refrain fromthe use of
trade and investnent to achi eve non-econonic and/or donestic

obj ectives, such as those relating to | abor standards, intellectua
property rights, human rights, and environnent. The Mvenent while
subscribing to the values inherent in these issues, stressed that such
conditionalities and restrictive nmeasures on trade and i nvest ment pose
a danger for the nultilateral econonic systemand the trade and

i nvestnent prospects of devel opi ng countries.

The Mnisters called on the devel oped countries to assist the efforts
of devel opi ng countries through the creation of a favorable gl oba
econom ¢ environment, in particular through domestic actions in their
countries for purposes of accelerating FDI flows to devel opi ng
countries so that they have a positive inmpact on the devel opnment
efforts of devel oping countries and their integration into the

mul tilateral trading system

They al so called on the devel oped countries to substantially reduce
tariff and non-tariff barriers to inmports from devel opi ng countries
and desist fromfrequent and unjustified resort to safeguard action,
countervailing duties, anti-dunping duties, and restrictive business
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practices, which deny or negate the inherent conparative advantage of
devel opi ng countries and the conpetitive advantage of their
enterprises, and which distort and disrupt trade and adversely inpact
on devel opnent of devel oping countries, and the nultilateral trading
system as wel |l .

The Mnisters stressed the inportance of pronoting gl obal partnership
so as to effectively overcone the form dabl e constraints on

devel opment. They al so stressed that the dial ogue between the

devel oped and the devel opi ng countries shoul d be based on the

mutual ity of interests and benefits, shared responsibilities and
genui ne interdependence. They wel coned the efforts of the Myvenent to
conti nuously engage with the Goup of 7 as well as with other parties
in a meani ngful and productive dial ogue so as to reach better
under st andi ng and to respond nore positively to the devel opnent
aspirations of the devel oping countries, taking into account the
concerns and interests of the Menmber States, including Least Devel oped
Countries (LDCs) and African countries. The Foreign Mnisters
appreciated the efforts of H E. President Ernesto Sanper of Col onbi a,
Chai rman of the Non Aligned Movement, to institutionalise the

mechani smfor consultation with the Chairman of the Goup of 7 in
order to pronote dial ogue and foster greater understanding of the
aspirations, views and positions of the devel opi ng countries on

i mportant issues. They agreed that the Coordinating Bureau should
recommend a format, the frequency and the agenda of neetings with the
G oup of 7 and other |eaders of the world. They al so requested the
Chai rman of the Coordinating Bureau of the NAMin cooperation with the
Chai rman of the Goup of 77, to initiate preparations for such
neetings in particular in the context of the forthcomng 6-7 Sumit to
be held this year in Denver, US

The M nisters enphasi sed the considerabl e i nportance of Foreign Direct
I nvestment for devel opment of their countries, pronotion of transfer
of technol ogy including environnentally sound and safe technol ogi es,
bui I di ng up of indigenous capacities and generation of enploynent.
They attached particular inportance to FDI inflows in the
infrastructure sector and manufacturing sectors. FDI nust not only
contribute to the acquisition of the required financial resources and
the opening of markets to trade, but also to the training of personne
in the recipient country and seek an adequate social inpact through
the regul ations that nmay be established. To that end, agreenents

bet ween countries including national treatnent, the nost favored
nation clause and just and equitable contractual relations in the
context of FDI should be respected. They noted that NAM countries had
taken several steps to create a climate conducive to FD inflows. They
call ed upon the major industrial countries to take conpl enentary steps
so that the actions undertaken by the devel opi ng countries could have
maxi mum devel opnent i npact and prevent their nmarginalisation in the

gl obal econony.

The Mnisters reiterated the need to enhance the devel opnent inpact of
the UN and other nultilateral institutions, including regiona

organi zations. This would require enhancing the availability of
resources, denocratization of decision making in the nmultilatera
financial institutions and enhancing the role of devel oping countries
in international economnmic decision making, with a view to satisfying
the priorities and needs of devel oping countries for which necessary
neans shoul d be adopted as well as a propititious clinmate should be
fostered.

The M nisters decided to set up an ad-hoc Panel of Economists from
Non- Al i gned countries to assess the current international economnic
situation fromthe perspective of devel oping countries and to identify
and anal yze maj or issues of concern to themand to assist in

devel opi ng a positive agenda of the South. The Chairman of the



168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

Movenment, in association with the host country of the Conference

woul d consult with nmenber States on the establishnment of the panel and
on its work progranme to enable it to report to the XII Summt which
will be held in South Africa in 1998

B. AGENDA FOR DEVELCOPMENT

The Mnisters reaffirmed that the Agenda for Devel opnent must be
responsive to the needs of the devel oping countries and called for its
tinely adoption by United Nations General Assenbly. It should provide
an opportunity for placing devel opnent at the forefront of the
international agenda. The inplenentation of this Agenda shoul d be
reflected in the reduction of existing fundamental inbalances and
inequities. This Agenda nust |ead to a strengthening of the role of
the United Nations in devel opment and should intensify the positive
evolution of the relationship between the UN, the Bretton Wods
institutions, the Wrld Trade Organi zati on and other nultilatera
institutions connected with devel opnent nmatters and also clinate in
the increase of devel oping countries' role in the decision making
process of these institutions.

The Mnisters noted with concern that much of the ongoi ng di scussion
in the international fora on the issue of devel opnent nerely attenpts
at diverting attention away fromthe real devel opnent issues, such as
those relating to economic growmh, stinmulating private financia
flows, building equitable reginmes covering all areas of trade, and

ef fecting technol ogy transfers.

In the context of ongoing discussions in the Wrking Goup on Agenda
for Devel opment, the Mnisters stressed the need for adequate
resources to inmplement the Agenda for Devel opnent. They, therefore
enphasi sed that the question of adequate funding for ensuring

accel erated and sustai ned econom c growth in devel oping countries
particularly in the LDCs and African countries nust be addressed and
provided for in all seriousness and urgency. They called upon the
devel oped countries to guarantee new and additional resources for the
i mpl enentation of the Agenda for Devel oprment.

C. | NTERNATI ONAL TRADE AND COVMODI Tl ES

The Mnisters recalled that in the area of trade, their countries had
wel comed the results of the Uruguay Round and the creation of the
World Trade Organization in Marrakesh as m | estones towards
liberalization and reinforcing of nmultilateralism The Mnisters
further noted that in a nunber of crucial areas the negotiated results
of the Uruguay Round fell short of the expectations of the devel oping
countries and that they had yet to realize the expected benefits

wel fare increases and better nmarket access. They regretted that the

i mpl enentation of the Uruguay Round results in areas of export
interest to devel oping countries, particularly to LDCs, has been

i nadequate and tardy. Tradi ng opportunities of devel oping countries
were sought to be neutralized by the use of protectionist neasures,
including those taken unilaterally and in the guise of technica
standards, environmental, social, or human-rights-rel ated concerns.
The Mnisters called for:

0 a universal menbership of WO and support for facilitating an
early adm ssion of NAM and ot her devel oping countries to this
body;

o urgent inplenmentation of Uruguay Round Agreenents, specially in
areas of export interest to devel oping countries, including the
timely and neani ngful phasing out of restrictive quotas under the
Agreenent on Textiles and d ot hing

o the full inplenentation of the provisions of the Uruguay Round
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Agreements that provide for special and differential treatnent
for devel oping countries, in particular net food inporting
countries and LDCs and for an examination of neasures that need
to be taken to expand the scope of these provisions;

o need for inprovenent of the functioning of internationa
conmodity markets through efficient, transparent, stable and
adequate price formation. They also called for international
support to the devel oping countries efforts to noderni ze and
diversify their commodity activities, in order to increase their
external revenues and to inprove their conpetitiveness in the
face of persistent instability of prices and the genera
deterioration in terms of trade

o refraining fromintroducing into the WO agenda extraneous issues
with no direct relevance to trade and which reprioritise the
agenda of WIO. The choi ce of new issues and the way rules are
drawn up in the WO should fully integrate the devel opnent
di mensi on and should not adversely effect the conparative
advant age of devel opi ng countries and conpetitive advantage of
their firms participating in global trade

o safeguardi ng special arrangenents in export markets for products
of strategic inmportance to devel oping countries, especially those
with smal |l vul nerabl e econonies

0 assistance to devel oping countries to take advantage of the new
trading opportunities and addressing difficulties faced by them
in major markets and trade in services, such as tariff peaks,
preference erosion, tariff escalation and the mi suse of
anti - dunpi ng nmeasures and countervailing duties;

0 increased narket access for exports of devel oping countries,
specially in respect of sectors and areas of trade in goods and
servi ces where they have a conparative advant age

o provision of liberalized and preferential nmarket access by
devel oped countries for devel oping countries through inproved and
strengt hened GSP and ot her preferential schenes, and extension of
their scope to cover new areas and sectors now in the WO acti ons
to be taken to naxinize the opportunities and to minimze the
difficulties of African countries in adjusting to the changes
i ntroduced by the Uruguay Round. Deci sion on nmeasures concerning
the possible negative effects of the reform programe shall be
effectively applied;

o furthering the freer novenent of all factors of production,

i ncl udi ng novenent of natural persons;

0 ensuring that the international trading systemfully reflects the
devel oprment perspective, both in ternms of areas selected for
rule-making as well as in terms of the balance of rights and
obligations and the benefits therefrom

0 an ongoi ng, systematic analysis of the Uruguay Round Agreenents
to be carried out by UNCTAD. In this regard, they urged UNCTAD to
undertake inmpact anal yses of existing agreements and to study the
devel opnental inplication of proposed agreenents;

o devel oping countries to consult closely while fornulating their
positions on the issues being addressed by the Wrld Trade
Organi zation. In this regard, they urged devel oping countries to
work together to elaborate a forward | ooki ng agenda for future
trade negotiations which would incorporate issues of concern to
t he devel opi ng countries, and would thereby enable themto take
the initiative in any future round of negotiations.

The M nisters condemmed persistence by certain States in intensifying
uni | ateral coercive neasures and exercise of domestic |egislations
with extra-territorial effects against devel opi ng countries, such
actions include bl ockades, enbargoes and freezing of assets with
purpose of preventing these countries fromexercising their right to
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fully determine their political, economc and social systens and
freely expand their international trade. They confirmed that these
neasures are contrary to international |aw, and international free
tradi ng system and called for their imredi ate cessation. They al so
uphel d resolution 51/22 of UN General Assenbly dated 6th Decenber
1996, and called on all States not to recognise the |egislations
adopted by a State whose effects go beyond its territories through the
i mposition of sanctions on individuals and conpanies of third
countries.

The M nisters noted that regional and sub-regi onal arrangenents on
economi ¢ cooperation and integration are intensifying. They agreed
that these can contribute significantly to devel opnment and growth of
worl d econony, inter alia through the pronmotion and |iberalization of
trade, investnment and technol ogy transfers anbng NAM and ot her

devel opi ng countries, while noting the inportance of the multil ateral
trading system the Mnisters appreciated efforts by devel opi ng
countries to strengthen intra-regional trade. On the other hand, they
cauti oned agai nst regional arrangenents raising new barriers.

The Mnisters appreciated the noves towards regi onal cooperation
through a South Asian Free Trade Area, an ASEAN Free Trade Area, and a
Latin American Free Trade Area, Action Plan for Arab Free Trade Area,
and the activities of the Econom ¢ Cooperati on Organization (ECO,
Gul f Cooperation Council (GCC), Southern African Devel opnent Conmunity
(SADC), COVESA, EAEC, ECOMAS, Econom ¢ and Monetary Community of
Central Africa (EMCCA), Econonmic Community of Central African States
(ECCAD), West African Mnetary Union, CARICOM the Andean Pact, the
Latin Anerican Integration Association, the Association of Caribbean
States and the Central Anerican Integration Systemto pronote
inn-regional trade. They noted with satisfaction the work of the Arab
Maghreb Union and the establishnent of the Indian Ccean Rim

Associ ation for Regi onal Cooperation (1 OR ARC) to pronote regional
cooperation. In this context, they also took note of the positive
efforts being made by the menbers of SAARC under SAPTA

The M nisters expressed satisfaction with the results achieved in
UNCTAD | X held at Mdrand, South Africa as well as the effective
coordi nation and the positions taken by the Mvenment at the Session.
They enphasi zed the need to strengthen the devel opnment agenda of the
United Nations, and stressed UNCTAD s position as the prinmary

organi zation in the UN system whi ch can conprehensively examn ne trade
and devel opnment and rel ated issues in an integrated fashion. They
reaffirmed the inportant consensus building role of UNCTAD whi ch had
been recogni sed in UNCTAD | X. Wl conming the reforns in UNCTAD, they
called for ensuring that these reforns do not inpair its ability to
assi st devel oping countries. In the context of the reformof the UN it
is therefore essential to preserve the mandate and the i ndependence of
UNCTAD and its role in promoting devel opment. They wel comed the
adoption of a detailed programme of work for UNCTAD for 1998-2001 in
trade in goods and services, investment, enterprise devel opnent,
technol ogy and finance. They called on UNCTAD to continue offering
support to devel oping countries, with special attention to the African
Countries and LDCs, with a viewto facilitating their participation in
the world econony, in true partnership for devel opnment and on an equal
basis, and in this context called upon international comunity to
contribute generously to the UNCTAD Trust Fund for the LDCs.

The M nisters enphasised the i nportance of the anal ytical work and
policy research conducted by UNCTAD to facilitate an integrated
consideration of issues related to trade, investnent, technol ogy,
servi ces and devel opment. They wel comed the decision at the recent

M nisterial Meeting of the Wrld Trade Organi zation in Singapore in
Decenber 1996 to draw upon the work in UNCTAD on investnent and trade
and conpetition policy in any consideration of the matter. They call ed
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on UCTAD to fulfil its mandate of identifying and anal yzi ng
inmplications for devel opnent of issues relevant to a possible
multilateral framework on investnent, taking fully into account the
interests of devel oping countries.

The M nisters recognizing the role of UNCTAD as the principal forum of
UN General Assenbly for the integrated treatnment of devel opment and
related issues in the areas of trade, finance, technol ogy, investnment
and sustai nabl e devel opment, were of the opinion that the Tenth
Session of UNCTAD, to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, in the year 2000
woul d provide a good opportunity to advance gl obal partnership for
economi ¢ cooperation for the next millennium They al so noted that
there was a possibility that the Session would be held at the Summt

| evel .

The commodity sector contributed significantly to the nationa

devel opment and determined terms of trade of devel oping countries. The
M ni sters expressed their concern on the deterioration of prices and
di sorgani zation in certain comodities markets. The Mnisters

enphasi zed the inportance of diversification, pronotion, inprovenent
of marketing prices and devel opnent of comodity and cal |l ed upon the
international comunity to support the efforts of devel oping countries
to inprove the processing, marketing, distribution and transportation
of comvpdities. They noted the contribution of the Conmon Fund for
Conmmodity through its programres, to the achi evenent of the above
menti oned obj ectives. Therefore, the Common Fund for Commodity
deserved to be strengthened in order to serve for the best interest of
devel opi ng countri es.

D. DEVELOPMENT FI NANCE, MONETARY AND FI NANCI AL | SSUES

The M nisters were concerned at the sharp decline in availability of
concessi onal finance for devel opment. Aid from devel oped countries as
a proportion of their GNP has fallen to the | owest recorded | evel
since the UN adopted the target of 0.7% of GNP as ODA in 1970. They
regretted that the current discussions on devel opnent were
increasingly sidelining its external dinmensions. They reiterated that
devel opment could only occur in a conducive and supportive
international economc environnment in which the nmajor devel oped
countries shoul der a special responsibility. They called on the

devel oped countries to coordinate a strategy of econonic expansion to
rai se demand, accelerate and stabilize world growth, undertake
significant policy adjustnents and pronote sustained and substantia
flow of Oficial Devel opment Assistance. The Mnisters stressed that
FDI can only suppl ement and conpl ement concessional finance, which was
a major requirenment for economnmic and social devel opnent of devel oping
countries. The Mnisters noted that nost devel opi ng countries were not
in a position to attract sufficient Foreign Direct |Investnment (FD).
They, therefore still depended to a major extent upon ODA to advance

t heir devel opnment purposes

The M nisters enphasised the necessity for the refornation of the
Bretton Wods institutions in order to enable themto render a major
contribution towards international financial stabilization and capita
fl ow t owards devel opi ng countries and assisting to devel op financia

ri sk-averse instrunents in this respect. Requirenments of devel opi ng
countries for concessional funding fromall sources have increased and
not decreased and need to be adequately met, especially for investnent
in infrastructure and other priority areas, strengthening the

credi tworthi ness of devel oping countries, support the inplenentation
of economic reforns and eradication of poverty, allow the appropriate
managenent of their debt and increase financial resources so as to
achi eve sustai ned econom ¢ growh and sustai nabl e devel opnent.

They stressed the urgent need to reach a satisfactory concl usi on on
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the El eventh General Review of SDR Quotas so as to neet the liquidity
needs of devel oping countries and give inpetus to gl obal growth. The
M ni sters expressed satisfaction at the 11th Repl eni shnent of | DA and
stressed the need to ensure that the |evel of I DA conmitnents in the
next three years is maintained by the devel oped countries in nomna
terns at |east at the same level, as was done during the 10th
repl eni shnent peri od

The M nisters stressed the inportance of Enhanced Structural

Adj ustnment Facility (ESAF) as a source of concessional funding for
poor countries. They underlined the need to place ESAF on a

sel f-financi ng basis through substantial contributions fromindustria
countries and if required, supplenented by sale of a limted quantity
of gold, without prejudice to gold produci ng devel opi ng countries and
ot her devel opi ng countri es.

The Mnisters recall ed the decision taken at the Cartagena Summit and
decl ared that when the Structural Adjustment programes (SAPs) are
agreed to, they should be fully funded by the devel oped countries and
i nclude social devel opnent goals, in particular eradicating poverty,
promoting full and productive enpl oyment and enhanci ng soci al
integration.

The Mnisters stressed that nmounting external indebtedness continued
to cripple the devel opnment efforts of a large proportion of the
devel opi ng countries. They deplored the negative phenomenon of net
reverse transfer of flow from devel oping to devel oped countries
economi es. Despite numerous strategies, a final solution continued to
el ude the devel opi ng countries. Thus, they advocated the inportance of
a "once and for all" approach which woul d reduce the overall debt
burden and service to the | evels necessary to restore devel opnent

t hr ough neani ngful reduction of all categories of debt by nmjor group
of creditor devel oped countries, including nmultilateral creditors.
This woul d include adopting an integrated approach for all types of

i ndebt edness including nultilateral bilateral or comercial, which
could help to achieve a conprehensive, effective, equitable,

devel opment oriented and durable solution to the debt and debt
servicing problem They called for inplenentation of bold neasures of
debt cancellation for H ghly |Indebted Poor Countries (H PCs). They
further stressed that any sol ution should be non- discrimnatory and
transparent and should lead to net transfer of new resources fromthe
devel oped to the devel opi ng countries. The Mnisters underlined that

t he assessment of contribution from devel oped country creditors shoul d
be based on the provision of additional resources so as to prevent

di version of scarce devel opnent funds for debt relief.

In this context, the Mnisters welconed the initiative of the
international financial institutions to assist the HHIPCs in seeking to
resol ve their debt problens and stressed the need for speedy and ful

i mpl enentation. They al so stressed there was a nunber of el enments that
need to be strengthened. Devel oped countries are urged to consider
shortening of the adjustment period in keeping with the criticality of
the situation in the concerned H PCs as also the eligibility of

addi tional HI PCs for debt burden relief. Furthernore, while wel coning
the decision by the Paris Cub, the Mnisters believed that the debt
reduction would have been nore substantive if the Paris O ub had
considered to reduce debt by 90 percent as proposed recently by the

M nisters of the Goup 24. They al so pointed out that it was inportant
not to introduce new conditionality.

The Mnisters recall ed the endorsenment given by Heads of

St at e/ Government during the Cartagena Summit to the idea of creating a
Mnisterial Goup with the participation of Mnisters from Devel opi ng
countries including fromthe LDCs and devel oped countries to jointly
review the operation of the international nonetary and financia
system and fornul ate recomendations ainmed at its reform The reform
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shoul d, interalia, be geared towards supporting the requirenents of

t he devel oping countries with a special attention to the needs of the
LDCs and shoul d pronote greater interaction with United Nations
system They al so endorsed the initiative to convene an international
conference on the financing of devel opnent to deal with issues of
capital flows and resource nobilization.

E. SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

The M nisters underlined that the Progress of devel oping countries is
dependent both on access to technol ogy and on their endogenous
capacity to develop it. They attached special inportance to
environmental | y sound and safe technol ogi es and bi ot echnol ogy. They
expressed their concern at neasures ainmed at bl ocking, for political
and other ends, the transfer of technology to devel opi ng countries.
The controls inmposed by highly industrialized countries on the export
of dual -use technol ogy and ot her types of sensitive technol ogy should
not be used to prevent access of devel oping countries to technol ogy
for peaceful, devel opnental purposes.

The M nisters welconed with satisfaction the inplenentation by the
Center for Science & Technol ogy of Non-Aligned Countries of an
expanded progranmme of cooperation. They stressed, however, that the
Center requires a sufficient |level of commi tment and financi al
contribution in order to be able to serve the Mvenent effectively.
They cal | ed upon all Non-Aligned countries and ot her devel opi ng
countries to subscribe to the Statute of the Center and strengthen the
Center financially.

The M nisters wel coned the outcone of the Meeting of Experts on

Sci ence and Technol ogy of the Non-Aligned Countries held in Cartagena
from17 to 19 March 1997, and approved the Cooperation Plan on Science
and Technology in the area of biodiversity adopted by the Meeting of
Experts contai ned i n docunent NAC/ FM 2/ 1 nf. 001.

F. | NDUSTRI AL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATI ON

The Mnisters recalled the Declarati on on UNI DO adopted at the Xlith
Sunmit of the Movement and stressed the continuing inportance and

rel evance of UNIDO as the central coordinating agency in the UN system
inthe field of industrial devel opnent. They wel coned the reform
process undertaken successfully by UNIDO enhancing its effectiveness
with a firmstand for supporting and pronoting industrial devel opnent
and for providing specialized technical services. They re-affirned
their commtnent to support and strengthen UNIDO to enable it to fully
exercise its nandate. The Mnisters called upon all Menber States of
UNIDO, in particular the industrialized countries, to renew their

conm tnent to industrial devel opment co-operation and to a stronger
and nore viable UNNDO in the spirit of global partnership and nutual
benefit. They urged some devel oped countries to reconsider their
announced wi t hdrawal from UNIDO. They underscored the need to secure
the future of UNIDO as a specialized agency vital to the pronotion of
industrial devel opnent in devel oping countries in the context of the
multil ateral devel opnent cooperation system

G ENVI RONVENT AND DEVELOPMENT

The Mnisters recalled the spirit of partnership and cooperation

i nvoked at the UN Conference on Environment and Devel opnent at Rio de
Janeiro in June 1992. They noted with satisfaction the inportance
given to the issue of environment and devel opnent by the Myvenment of
Non- Al i gned Countries. The Mnisters underlined the effective actions
undertaken by all Non-Aligned countries for the inplenentation of
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Agenda 21 under extrenely difficult and unfavorable internationa

ci rcunstances. They noted the progressive devel opnent of environmenta
law in several Non-Aligned countries. The Mnisters observed that
whil e environmental problenms of devel oped countries are associ ated

wi th unsustai nabl e patterns of consunption and production, those
afflicting devel oping countries are, to a large extent, the result of
poverty and underdevel opnent and of their technical and financial
limtations. They stressed that the overriding priority of devel oping
countries was eradication of poverty and that sustainable devel opment
must therefore be considered within the context of sustained econonic
growh, with eradication of poverty as the primary objective

The Mnisters noted with grave concern that five years after the Earth
Sunmi t:

o the required new and additional resources for inplenmentation of
Agenda 21 had not been forthconi ng;

o transfers of environmentally sound technol ogi es and technica
know how on concessi onal and preferential terns had not
material i zed;

o the requirenents of the pivotal concept of "conmmon but
differentiated responsibilities" has not gai ned adequate
attention and not received a practical conmtnent by devel oped
i ndustrial countries; and

o the failure to maintain a bal ance between the social and econom c
i ssues and the conservation and managenent of resources for
devel oprment, with an overenphasis on environnental protection has
under m ned devel opment as the building bl ock of Agenda 21.

The Mnisters therefore called for urgent inplenentation of the
conmmi t nents, reconmendations and agreenents reached at the UN

Conf erence on Environment and Devel opment. They stressed the need for
Non- Al i gned countries to prepare and effectively project coordinated
NAM posi tions during the Special Session of the UN on the Review of
the I npl enentati on of Agenda 21. The Special Session should assess the
progress made since 1992, analyze the reasons for the failures to

i mpl enment the international commtnents made, and identify neasures
that need to be taken for the full and accel erated inplementation of
Agenda 21, without reopening issues agreed in Rio de Janeiro

The Mnisters reiterated their support to UNEP as the forumto deal

in an integrated manner, with environmental matters, to its nandate in
bui | di ng consensus on new and energing i ssues in fields of environnent
and its role of coordination and anal ysi s.

The M nisters recognised the critical issue of water in the world and
its strategic nature for humanity. They welconed, in this regard, the
Marrakesh Decl aration adopted by the first world water Forum held on
20 and 21 March 1997 in Mrocco, and recommended exam nati on of the
advant ages of the conversion of this Foruminto a pernmanent
institution in order to coordinate international cooperation and
pronmote the transfer of technology in this field. In this context, the
M ni sters wel comed the appeal of His Majesty King of Mrocco, for the
creation of an international Fund to conmbat the water pollution and to
enhance the international cooperation in this area

The M nisters of the Non-Aligned Countries Parties to the Convention
on Conservation and sustai nable Use of Biodiversity underlined the

i mportance of the biosafety protocol, in negotiations, and the need to
provide financial and technical assistance to devel oping countries and
to assist their institutional capacity building to allow themto
manage rationally their needs and their capacities concerning safety

i n bi ot echnol ogy.

The Mnisters called for the strengthening of UN Environment Progranme
(UNEP) and HABI TAT and for ensuring that adequate funds are all ocated
for their various mandates. They further urged for the ful

utilization of the facilities of the two agencies on neetings on
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envi ronnment and human settlenents.

The M nisters expressed their concern that the devel oped countri es,
either directly or through international institutions, resort to

envi ronmental pretexts to increase obstacles to trade, intervene in
the internal affairs of devel oping countries and i npose
conditionalities on official assistance and the financing of

devel opment, while their unsustainable production and consunption
patterns continue to severely affect the environment. They enphasized
that in no case does the adoption of neasures based on these pretexts
nake any positive contribution to the conservation of the environnent.
The Mnisters urged the international comunity for ensuring a full
and effective inplenentati on of the Convention to Conbat
Desertification in those countries experiencing serious Drought and/or
Desertification, particularly in Africa, especially through the

provi sion of new and additional financial resources.

H SOUTH SOUTH COOPERATI ON

The Mnisters reiterated that South-South cooperation is an essenti al
nechani sm for pronoting accel erated economc grow h and devel opnent
and self reliance, giving a greater dynamismto the world econony and
pronmoting the restructuring of international economc relations. They
stressed that South-South cooperation should be pronoted through the
sharing of devel opnent experiences, transfer of technol ogy and
exploiting the latent synergies and conpl ementarities between the
Non- Al i gned countries and increasing the FDI flows and econonic
cooperation anong them They noted the considerabl e devel opnent of
capacities in the South, which should Iend significant inpetus to

Sout h- Sout h cooperation. The Mnisters noted the bilateral cooperation
progranmes pronoting Sout h- Sout h cooperati on undertaken by several
Non- Al i gned countries and called for extension of such progranmmes wth
the LDCs. They at the same time reiterated their conviction that
evolutionary and tripartite approaches should be intensively explored
and inpl enented. The M nisters considered that institutions and
nmechani sns created in the context of the Action Programres on Econom c
Cooperation (APEC) of the Non-Aligned Mdvenent should be reactivated.
The M nisters stressed that the scope offered by the G obal System of
Trade Preferences (GSTP) in promoting South- South cooperation should
be fully exploited and called for a further strengthening of the GSTP.
The Mnisters called upon all Menber States of NAMto join the GSTP
and contribute to make it a viable and strong instrument for
liberalizing and pronoting South-South trade. The Third Round of the
GSTP shoul d be | aunched and result in meaningful expansion of
intra-South trade and investnent.

The M nisters noted the positive outcome of the South-South Conference
on Trade, Investnent and Finance held in Costa Rica in January 1997,
including the San Jose Plan of Action.

They al so took note of the inmportant and positive role played by the
Joi nt Coordination Committee of the Non-Aligned Movenent and the G oup
of 77 (JCC) over the past few years in advancing the comopn positions
of the devel oping countries on different global issues.

The Mnisters reaffirmed the commitnment to harnonizing their efforts
to bring greater coherence and further consolidate the unity and to
pronote greater interaction anong the devel oping countries. In this
regard, the Mnisters noted the fact that nany areas of the NAM s
Action Programme on Econom c Cooperation (APEC) overl apped with those
of the Group of 77 Caracas Programme of Action (CPA) and consi dered
also the linmted capacity of countries of both the Mvenent and the

G oup of 77 to provide financial support for the inplenmentation of
Sout h- Sout h cooperation. Bearing in mnd the nandate of the JCC whose
obj ective of establishnment is to harnonize the NAM s APEC and t he



206.

207.

208.

209.

210.

G 77's CPA they instructed the JCC to nake appropriate

recommendati ons to the next NAM Sunmit through the Coordinating

Bur eau.

The Mnisters reaffirmed the inportance of political will that nust
underlie all South-South cooperation and in this regard they stressed
that the proposal for convening a South summit contained in the San
Jose Decl aration should be explored on priority basis.

The M nisters acknow edged that the full potential of South-South
cooperation is yet to be realized. They therefore comitted thensel ves
to strengtheni ng and expandi ng the present efforts, initiating new and
concrete forms and priorities for cooperation including projects by
groups of devel opi ng countries, and devising realistic and viabl e
nmodalities for their inplenmentation.

The Mnisters called for:

o the holding of a UN Conference on South-South cooperati on;

o pronotion and strengthening of TCDC programes to encourage
systemati c exchange of information and devel opment experiences
bet ween NAM countri es;

o strengthen TCDC programmes in the context of the agencies of the
UN systens, taking into account positive outcone of the FAQ

0 cooperation in human resource devel opment for econom c growth and
soci al devel opnent;

o expansi on of schol arshi ps, fellowships, student exchange
programmes, short-termtechnical training programes, and the
creation of Centers of Excellence in Non-Aligned countries;

o pronoting, facilitating and enhancing the activities of all
sectors of their economes, in the area of South-South
cooperation;

o cooperation from devel oped countries and international, and
regional financial institutions in promoting and facilitating
Sout h- Sout h cooper ati on;

0 greater interaction anongst Central Banks, Finance Mnistries,
and financial institutions of Menber countries to pronote trade
and ot her Sout h- Sout h Cooperation activities;

0 special and additional preferences be accorded to LDCs during the
next round of Mnisterial |evel of the Generalized System of
Trade Preferences, with a view to enhancing their conpetitiveness
and mar ket access.

o pronotion of direct investnent flows anong devel opi ng countri es,
through bilateral and nultilateral arrangenents and free econom c
trade zones, based on favorable and conpetitive term which in
turn would generate |arger markets at the bilateral,
sub-regional, regional and inter-regional |evel.

o the reduction of both tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade
anong the NAM countri es.

o regional and sub-regional cooperation and integration as an
i mportant aspect for the pronotion of North-South and Sout h- Sout h
cooperati on.

They wel coned the fact that many countries in the South had becone
economi cal Iy and technol ogi cally dynanmi ¢ and acquired new gl obal
capabilities in industry, agriculture, infrastructure and services.
This nade for unprecedented opportunities for South-South cooperation
based on these nmerging strengths and conpl enentarities and through
intensified regional cooperation, trade expansion, joint ventures,
techni cal collaboration and the transfer of know edge, experience and
skills.

The Mnisters noted with satisfaction the progress nade in the
establ i shnent of the Non-Aligned Movenent Center for South-South
Techni cal Cooperation in Indonesia with the cooperation of Brunei
Darussal am They reiterated the inportance of the Center as one of the
vital and effective means for promoting and accel erati ng devel opnent
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in the devel oping countries and as an integral part of the endeavors
of the Movenment to further strengthen South-South Cooperation. The

M nisters invited both devel oped and devel opi ng countries as well as
international organizations and institutions to join in supporting the
Center.

The M nisters wel coned the decision to convene a Conference of

M nisters of Culture of the Non-Aligned Countries in Septenber 1997,
as called for at the XI Conference of Heads of State or Governnent,
with a viewto further strengthening cooperation in the field of
culture anong the Non-Aligned and ot her devel opi ng countries

I. 1 NFORVATI ON AND COMMUNI CATI ON

The M nisters wel coned the outcone of the Fifth Conference of

M nisters of Information of the Non-Aligned Countries (COMNAC V) held
in Abuja in Septermber 1996, which, interalia, agreed on the need for
intensive research efforts by Non-Aligned countries in the devel opnent
of communi cation technology and inter- and intra-regi onal cooperation
t hr ough NAM nechani sms geared to this end, as a neans of redressing
the continued inbal ances and i nequalities between devel oped and

devel opi ng countries in the field of information and comunication. In
this context, the Mnisters stressed the inportance to further enhance
the function and network of the Non-Aligned News Agenci es Pool (NANAP)
and Broadcasting Organi zations of Non-Aligned Countries (BONAC).

The M nisters expressed their concern over the increasing use of

def amati on and the distortion of information by some nass nedi a of
devel oped countries, such as Voice of Free Asia, established in 1996
and Radio Marti to destabilize the Governnents of devel opi ng countries
and called for an imediate end to such acts.

J. FOLLOW UP OF MAJOR CONFERENCES AND SUWM TS

The M nisters expressed their satisfaction at the outcone of the World
Food Sunmit and the HABI TAT Il Conference, specially on matters
relating to international cooperation. They expressed their
willingness to work constructively to pronote a firmpolitica
conmitnment for the full inplementation of the Programre of Action of
the Wrld Food Summit and the HABI TAT Il Agenda as agreed. The
Mnisters recalled that the right to food is a fundanental human right
and its pronotion constitutes a nmoral inperative of the international
community. Therefore, they enphatically rejected the use of food as an
instrunent of economic or political pressure. They al so considered it
necessary to undertake studies on the inpact of the new multilatera
tradi ng systemon food supply and its possible consequences on food
security, particularly in net food inporting countries

The Mnisters called for urgent and i nredi ate generation of political
wWill in the international comunity to follow up and inplenent the
recomendati ons of the recent United Nations conferences as agreed,
particularly those related to new and additional resources for

devel opment, creation of an economi c environnment favorable to the
sust ai ned econonic growt h of devel opi ng countries, and access to

t echnol ogy, technical know how, eradication of poverty, creation of
productive enpl oyment and enpower ment of wonen. They stressed that
strong political conmtnent was needed to inplenment strengthened
international cooperation for developnment. In this connection and as a
first and essential step, the devel oped countries nust provi de new and
addi tional financial resources for the inplementation of the

comm tments made at these conferences and summits.

The Mnisters noted with satisfaction the outcone of the Wrld Sol ar
Sunmmit held in Harare in Septenber 1995 with reference to new and
renewabl e energy resources which are environnmentally friendly.
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Fol | ow-up action would conpl enent, strengthen and integrate efforts on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, Sci ence and Technol ogy, Industrial

Devel opnent and Sout h-South & North-Sout h Cooperation. Sone NAM
countries and other devel opi ng countries have made consi derabl e
progress in devel oping sol ar energy resources which could be the basis
for cooperation anmong devel opi ng countri es.

K. CRITICAL SI TUATI ON I N AFRI CA

The M nisters observed that despite the efforts bei ng undertaken by
many African countries and in spite of signs of progress in their
econonies, they are still facing serious econonic and social problens.
They cal | ed upon the international community to continue and al so
increase its support to African countries to enable themto achieve
sust ai ned econonmic growth. They reaffirmed al so the necessity to
undert ake specific neasures for Africa to attract nore foreign
investnents and ODA, to reduce the debt burden, to eradicate poverty,
to increase access to markets, and to strengthen their capacities to
enable themto harnoniously integrate into the world econony.

The M nisters acknow edged the positive changes that are taking place
in the African region during the last few years as reflected by the
m dtermrevi ew of the UN NADAF. Neverthel ess, the soci o-econonic
situation in Africa remained critical and to consolidate the positive
achi evenents, it is necessary for the international conmmnity to
continue to support Africa's efforts through a provision of new and
addi tional resources and by ensuring a favorable external economc
envi ronment .

The M nisters urged the international comunity to reaffirmits

conm tnent to seek |lasting solutions to the severe chall enges facing
the African continent with special attention to, anong others,

regi onal and sub-regional cooperation and integration, durable
solutions to Africa's external debt problem diversification of
Africa's econonies, nore access to trade and nmarket opportunities,
resource flows and transfer of technol ogy.

The M nisters took note of the outconme of the mid-termreview of the
UN NADAF and cal l ed upon the international comunity to inplenent the
renewed conmitment to ensure that the targets of the UN NADAF will be
reached within the time franme of the programme.

The M nisters urged the Movenent to support the African countries in
their efforts to carry out the commitnents they nade in the UN NADAF
as well as under the Cairo Agenda for Action.

The Mnisters al so urged that the new and additional funding nmust be
nade avail able to enable the inplenmentation of the United Nations
System wi de special initiative on Africa. The Mnisters al so wel coned
the efforts of the different African countries at devel opnent
vis-a-vis the UNten year $ 25 billion systemw de initiative to
assist Africa and called on nenbers of the Mwvenent to extend their
support to that special initiative and simlar redenptive neasures.

L. SITUATI ON OF LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRI ES

The Mnisters reaffirmed their conviction that globalization and
liberalization should offer equal opportunities for all countries and
enabl e devel opi ng countries to play a nore active role in the world
econony. In order to overcone the possible risk of instability and
mar gi nal i sation, they called for special neasures to be taken to

nmaxi m ze the positive inpact of these processes for all devel opi ng
countries, with particular attention to the interest of the Least

Devel oped Countries (LDCs).

The M nisters took note of the Singapore Mnisterial Conference of WO
and in view of the principle of special and differential measures
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accorded for the devel oping countries, enphasized the need for ful
and expeditious inplenmentation of the Marrakesh Agreenments, specially
in areas of interest to devel oping countries, such as textiles and
agriculture particularly of relevance to LDCs and net food inporting
devel opi ng countri es.

The Mnisters agreed that in order to arrest and reverse the

mar gi nal i sation of the LDCs, special measures are required to be taken
to ensure their integration into the gl obal econony and strengthen
their capacity to conpete effectively in world trade along with ful
and effective inplenentation of the Paris Programme of Action for
LDCs, the outconme of its Md-term d obal Review as well as the LDCs
Pl an of Action contained in the WIiO M ni sterial Declaration of

Si ngapore. In this connection, the Mnisters stressed the inportance
of holding a high level neeting in June 1997 jointly by WIQ, UNCTAD
and ITCwith the participation of LDC governnments, various aid
agencies and nultilateral institutions to adopt an integral approach
to assist these countries to enhance their trade opportunities.

The M nisters al so noted that South-South cooperation would be a very
useful instrunent to prepare the LDCs during the transitional period.
For this purpose, devel oping countries having capacity to share their
experi ence should consider providing technical and other rel evant
support including renmoval of tariff and non-tariff barriers to create
mar ket opportunities for products fromthe LDCs to their markets.

The M nisters recogni sed that investnment was a key determ nant of
economni ¢ devel opnent and creation of enploynment in devel oping
countries. Wiile the need for increasing the flow of Foreign Direct
Investment was a priority for junp-starting the econonies of the
devel opi ng countries, in particular the LDCs, to prepare them for
integration into the emerging world econonic order, intra-South
investnent was an equally inportant element for this purpose. In this
context, direct investnment from advanced devel opi ng countries as well
as devel oped countries to other devel oping countries and the LDCs.
The Mnisters noted that the flow of resources anbng countries
constituted a key input for growth. Therefore, devel oping and

devel oped countries should coordinate and inplenment strategies to
accel erate world growth, pronote sustained and substantial flows of
ODA and pronpte a system of financial cooperation capable of reducing
the level of financial volatility, taking into consideration the
speci al vulnerability of the LDCs.

The Mnisters noted with appreciation the recent initiative taken by
the Chairman of the NAMto hold regular consultations with the

Chai rman of the G 77 with a view to exchangi ng views on various issues
of mutual interest. In this connection, they expressed their support
to the efforts of the NAM Chairman to continue to reflect, in his
consultation with the Chairman of G 7, the concerns and interests of
the LDCs in view of the fact that these are the countries nost
adversely affected in the current process of globalization.

M SMALL | SLAND DEVELOPI NG STATES ( SI DS)

The Mnisters affirned their full support for the systemw de

i mpl ementation of the Progranme of Action for the Sustainable

Devel opnent of Small |sland Devel opi ng States adopted by the d oba
Conference on the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of Small I|sland Devel opi ng
States which was held in Bridgetown, Barbados from25 April to 6 My
1994. They reaffirmed in particular the need for the provision of
adequat e, predictable, new and additional financial resources,
transfer of environnmentally sound technol ogi es, including on
concessi onal and preferential ternms as mutually agreed, and the
pronmotion of fair and non-discrimnatory trading arrangenents. They
al so noted the need for appropriate exchanges anong small island
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devel opi ng states and between them and other States with simlar
devel opment experiences to be encouraged

The Mnisters noted that a full review of the Progranme of Action is
schedul ed for 1999. In this context, they urged the Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opment (CSD) at its fifth session, as well as the
speci al session of the General Assenbly to be held in June, 1997, to
continue its support for, and provide new i npetus to be Programe of
Action, including maki ng recomendati ons on the specific nodalities
for examning all its outstanding chapters

The Mnisters again stressed the __ . international community to pay
special attention to, and to contribute actively to resolving, the
critical situations in Africa, and the special problens of the LDC s,
Smal | 1slands Devel oping State and Land Locked and the Transit
Devel opi ng Countri es.

CHAPTER IV : SOCI AL | SSUES
A. SOCI AL DEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY ERADI CATI ON

The M nisters, stressing that the eradication of poverty was the
overriding priority for devel oping countries, reiterated their
conmmtnent to the uplift of the poor, weaker and di sadvant aged
sections of their societies through accel erated and sustai ned econom c
growth and specifically targeted actions. They stressed the need for
the creation of a supportive international environment and called on

t he devel oped countries to fulfil the comm tnents undertaken for the
provi sion of additional financial resources. The Mnisters also called
on all international agencies and bodies to incorporate the

i mpl enentation of the outcone of the Wrld Sunmit on Soci al

Devel opnent in their programes and activities. They al so expressed
the need for the full inplenmentation of UN General Assenbly
Resol uti ons 50/167 and 51/ 202.

The M nisters expressed deep concern that the process of

mar gi nal i sation of the poor, particularly of wonmen have conti nued,
specially in the LDCs and African countries. They reaffirmed that the
eradi cation of poverty was essential to ensure |ong-term peace and
security as well as to achieve sustainable social and econom c

devel opment .

They recogni sed that the poorest of the poor could not reap the
benefits of nost of the poverty eradication programres. They al so
noted that the market forces could not address the worsening poverty
situation. In this context, they comrended the microcredit programes
whi ch contributed significantly to poverty eradication and to the
enmpower ment of the poor, particularly wonen.

They cal | ed upon the nenber countries to support the plan of action
adopted at the Mcrocredit Sunmmit held in Washington D.C. in February
1997 ained at bringing 100 million of the world' s poorest families
particul arly wonen, out of poverty by the year 2005.

The M nisters encouraged the free fornmati on of cooperatives, community
and ot her grass-roots organization, mutual support groups

recreational /sports associations and simlar institutions that tend to
strengthen social integration, paying particular attention to policies
pronmoting equality and social justice.

B. HUVAN RI GHTS

The Mnisters recalled the position of the Non-Aligned Movenent on
human rights as stipulated at the XI NAM Sunmt at Cartagena and
reiterated their commtnent to the pronotion and protection of al
human rights. They stressed that all human rights are universal

i ndivisible, interdependent and interrel ated.
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Whil e stressing the indivisible nature of all human rights, the
Foreign M nisters made special enphasis on the inportance of the right
to devel opnent for all peoples, as an integral part of the fundanenta
human rights. They wel comed adoption of the resolution 51/99 on the
right to devel opnent by the UN General Assenbly.

The Mnisters stressed that the human rights issues nmust be addressed
wi thin the gl obal context through a constructive, dial ogue based
approach, with objectivity, respect for national sovereignty and
territorial integrity, inpartiality and non- selectivity as the

gui ding principles, taking into account the political, historical
social, religious and cultural characteristics of each country.
Exploitation of human rights for political purposes, including

sel ective targeting of individual countries for extraneous

consi deration shoul d be excluded. They enphasi zed the coordi nati on of
human rights activities nust be carried out by United Nations organs,
bodi es and speci alized agenci es, whose activities deal with hunman
rights.

They affirned that poverty and social exclusion constitute a violation
of human dignity. It is essential for States to pronote efforts to
conbat extrenme poverty and to foster participation by the poorest
menbers of the society in the decision-making process.

Every state should provide an effective framework for the protection
and promotion of human rights and fundanmental freedons in accordance
with the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration on Human Ri ghts, the
international covenants on human rights and ot her rel evant
international instrunents on hunman rights, as well as a franework of
renedies to redress human rights grievances or violations. In this
context they reaffirned the inportant and constructive role to be

pl ayed by independent national institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights and stressed that every effort should be
made for the inmpartiality and objectivity of the nationa
institutions. They recognised that it is the right of each State to
choose the framework for national institutions, which is best suited
to the particular needs at the national |evel

The Mnisters urged States to ensure that their constitutional and
internal |egal systens, taking into account the respective country
condi tions, provide effective guarantees for fundamental hunman rights
such as freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief to al

wi t hout discrimnation. They condemmed unequi vocally all violent acts
and activities that infringe upon human rights and fundanenta
freedoms, denocracy, tolerance and respect for diversity.

The Mnisters wel coned the adoption of the General Assenbly resolution
51/100 entitled "Enhancenent of the International Cooperation in the
Field of Human Ri ghts" and called for the continuation of
consultations on the need to pronote international cooperation in the
field of human rights through genuine and constructive di al ogue on the
basi s of nutual respect and equality of States

The Mnisters put special enphasis on the need to rationalize the work
of the United Nations human rights machinery with a view to avoiding
duplication of individual mandates and to pronoting consensus through
a strengthened system of consultation. They al so enphasi zed the need
for regional balance in the conmposition and structure of all human
rights bodies, in particular the Center for Human Ri ghts through
appoi nt ment of personnel from devel opi ng countri es.

The M nisters enphasi zed the need, for the appointnment of the next

H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights from a devel opi ng country.

The Mnisters recalled the General Assenbly resolution 51/103 entitled
"Human Ri ghts and Unil ateral Coercive Measures", and restressed the
fact that human rights should not be used as instruments of political
pressure especially agai nst Non-Aligned and ot her devel opi ng
countries.



248.

249.

250.

251.

252.

The Mnisters called for the full inplenentation of relevant UNESCO
resolutions and decisions relating to the restitution of cultura
property of peoples formerly under colonial rule and urged the payment
of applicabl e conpensati on.

The M nisters unequi vocal |y condemmed international terrorismas a
crimnal act and noted that terrorismendangers the very territoria
integrity and security of states, due to acts of terrorismwhich take
place within States, specially those which violate human rights in
particular the right tolife of all citizens and that destroy the
physi cal and economic infrastructure, and attenpts to destabilize
legitimately constituted governnents. They expressed their resolve to
t ake speedy and effective neasures to elimnate internationa
terrorismand urged all States to fulfil their obligations under
international |aw, including prosecuting or, where appropriate,
extraditing the perpetrators of such acts and preventing the

organi zation and instigation of terrorismagainst other third States
fromwithin or outside their territories. The Mnisters reaffirmed
their support for General Assenbly resolution 46/51 of 27 January 1992
whi ch unequi vocal |y condemmed as crimnal and unjustifiable all acts,
nmet hods and practices of terrorismwherever and by whonever conmitted
and called upon all States to fulfil their obligations under
international law to refrain fromorganizing, instigating, assisting
or participating in terrorist acts in other States, or acquiescing in
or encouraging activities within their territory directed towards the
conmi ssi oni ng of such acts.

The Mnisters further called on all States to endorse in principle the
conveni ng of an international Conference under the auspices of the
United Nations to define terrorism to differentiate it fromthe
struggle for national l|iberation and to reach conprehensive and

ef fective neasures for concerted action. They al so denounced the
brutalization of peoples kept under foreign occupation as the gravest
formof terrorism The Mnisters condemed the use of State power for
the suppression and viol ence agai nst innocent civilians struggling
agai nst foreign occupation to exercise their inalienable right to self
determination. They stressed the sanctity of this right and urged that
inthis era of enlarged freedom and denocracy, people under foreign
occupation should be allowed to freely determine their destiny. In
this context, they also reaffirmed the principled position of the
Movenent that the struggle of peoples under colonial or alien

dom nati on and foreign occupation for self-determ nation did not
constitute terrorism

The Mnisters welconed with satisfaction the adopti on of Genera
Assenbly resol ution 50/186 entitled "Human Ri ghts and Terrorisni and
renewed their concern at the gross violation of human rights
perpetrated by terrorist groups, and reiterated their condemation of
all acts, methods and practices of terrorism

C. | NTERNATI ONAL DRUG CONTROL

The Mnisters wel coned the convening of a Special Session of the UN
General Assenbly in 1998 dedicated to the fight against the illicit
production, sale, demand, trafficking and distribution of drugs and
psychot ropi ¢ substances and drug rel ated offences. In this regard,
they reaffirned their determination to achieving concrete results on
all the objectives set out in resolutions 51/64 for the Speci al
Session, on the basis of the principle of shared responsibility for
addressi ng the demand and supply aspects of drug trafficking. They
also reiterated the comm tnent undertaken at the Xith Summit to
strengthen international cooperation to eradicate the grow ng and
dangerous |inks between terrorist groups, drug-traffickers and their
para-military gangs, and other armed crimnal groups, which have
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resorted to all types of violence, thus underm ning the denocratic
institutions of States and viol ating basic human rights. They called
for the adoption of effective neasures to restrict the snuggling of
guns which is linked to the drug trade and which is generating
unacceptabl e I evels of crime and violence affecting the nationa
security and the econom es of nany States.

The Mnisters called upon the international comunity and
international financial institutions to take necessary neasures to
contai n noney | aundering fromdrug trade, which also affects
international financial system

The M nisters expressed serious concern about the destabilizing
effects on society, particularly on youth, of the illicit use
production, trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs and
psychot ropi ¢ substances and renewed their commitnment to fight against
the illicit production, trafficking, distribution and consunption of
drugs in all stages and nodalities, as well as against noney

| aundering, arms, amunition and expl osives trafficking, and the

defl ection of precursory and essential chenical substances

They reiterated that the illicit drug chain begins with the
insufficiently controlled trade of the precursory and essenti al

chem cal substances for the production of narcotic drugs and

psychot ropi ¢ substances, and is conpleted with the |aundering of noney
t hrough the international financial and comrercial channels. Therefore
t hey considered that, on account of its global nature, the drug
problem can only be dealt with effectively through internationa
cooperation based on the principle of shared responsibility in which

nati onal -neasures are articulated with a global, integral, and
bal anced response to the illegal drugs problens.
The Mnisters considered the phenonenon of illicit drugs as a common

threat, and called for the conmitnent of all menbers of the
international comunity for its solution. They rejected the

unbal anced, inequitable and selective formin which some devel oped
countries seek to assign a nmajor responsibility to specific countries,
due to political considerations.

Since poverty underlies illicit crop cultivation, the Mnisters called
for enhanced international cooperation for alternative devel opment
progranmes and for environnental rehabilitation in the areas of
illicit crop cultivation.

The Mnisters called upon the United Nations Drug Control Programme
and devel oped countries to fully support devel oping countries in their
fight against illicit drugs, through providing themw th adequate
financial and technical assistance.

D. ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN

The M nisters wel coned the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action
of the Fourth World Conference on Wnen and reiterated that the
advancement of Wonen is of critical inmportance to devel opnent,
envi ronnmental protection and pronotion of peace and social justice in
the world. To this end, the Mnisters proposed a holistic approach
through the entire life cycle of Wonen in pronoting the full enjoynent
of all human rights by wonmen and girls, including the enpowerment of
wonren and econoni ¢ i ndependence of wonen and reiterated the conmit ment
of their Governnments to:
o nake avail abl e human and financial resources for the enpowernent
of wonen, the integration of a gender perspective in budgetary
di scussions on policies and programmes as well as adequate
financing of specific programres for securing equality between
womren and men.
o to inplenment specific programmes for the eradication of poverty
and illiteracy, ensuring wonen's equal access to education,
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trai ning, enploynment and pronotion of entrepreneurial activities,
and strongly urged the international comrunity to support

nati onal efforts towards the advancenent of wonen in devel opi ng
countries, particularly in Africa and LDCs.

0 encourage the nenbers to take concerted action to create a
peaceful, just and humane worl d based on all human rights
including the principle of equality for all people of all ages
and fromall walks of life.

0 encourage the active support and participation of a broad and
di verse range of other institutional actors, including
| egi sl ative bodi es, acadenic and research institutions and wonen
non- gover nment al organi zati ons and enhance the co-operation
between themin the framework of South-South co-operation.

o to enhance the role of wonen in the process of devel opnent and
their full participation on the basis of equality in decision
maki ng at all |evels.

The Mnisters wel coned and supported the Plan of Action and concl usion
of the Pan African Conference on Peace, Gender and Devel opnent which
was held in Kigali, Rwanda between 1-3 March, 1997 under the aegis of
the OAU, UNDP and UN Econonic Conmission for Africa, as a follow up of
the Fourth World Conference on Wonen.

The M nisters were convinced that educational and heal th progranmes
need to focus nmore on wonen, especially the girl child. In the sanme
vein, the attack on poverty, in particular rural poverty, nust take
into consideration the special needs of wonen. Further, to enhance the
role of women in the process of devel opnent, their increased
participation in decision-making at all levels is of cardinal

i mportance. They affirnmed that a conducive international environment
contributes to and accel erates the achi evenent of equality between nen
and wonen.

The Mnisters expressed their abhorrence on the increasing

victim zation of wonmen, especially in situations of arned conflict,
and the systenmatic use of rape by the parties to conflicts as an
instrunent of war, ethnic cleansing and terrorism They called on
countries to take necessary neasures against all such perpetrators of
violence in order to put an end to all such practices forthwith

The M nisters pledged thenselves to conbat all fornms of discrimnation
agai nst wonen and to eradicate its nore pernicious manifestations |ike
physi cal violence, and sexual harassment directed against girls and
worren. They al so invited Menber States of the Myvenent that have not
yet ratified the Convention on the Elimnation of all forns of

Di scrimnation Agai nst Wonen to do so in order to reach the goal of
universal ratification by the year 2000.

The Mnisters al so condemmed the brutality and viol ence in connection
with hostage taking, and use, particularly of women and children as
human shi el ds.

E. SITUATI ON OF CHI LDREN

The Mnisters expressed satisfaction at the initiatives taken by the
international comunity for survival, protection and devel opnent of
children in recent years. The Wrld Sunmit for Children held in New
York in 1990 and the Declaration and the Plan of Action called upon
all countries to fornulate National Plans of Action with quantifiable
ti me-bound targets. The Mnisters urged all menbers to vigorously
pursue inplenmentation of their respective plans of action and called
upon the international comunity to supplenent their efforts

They noted with satisfaction that the Convention on the Rights of the
Chil d was nearing universal adherence and urged all the remaining
nenmbers who had not done so to ratify or to accede to the Convention
wi t hout further delay. They al so rededi cated thenmselves to its full
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and effective inplenentation including the fulfillment of reporting
obl i gations.

The M nisters expressed serious concern at the intol erable social and
economi c conditions faced by children, in particular those in
especially difficult circumstances. They expressed particul ar concern
at the continued exploitation of children for pornography,
prostitution and drug trafficking as well as at the suffering of the
refugee and di splaced children. They called for urgent steps in
particul ar international cooperation, to address these probl ens.

The M nisters al so expressed deep concern about the difficult
situation of many children who are innocent victins of armed conflict
in various parts of the world and over the recruitnent, organization
and enpl oynent of children in armed conflicts. They condemmed this

i nhuman practice. They urged all countries to refrain fromrecruiting
or arming children and called upon themto support the work on an
optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
i nvol verent of children in armed conflict.

The Mnisters urged all menbers to effectively ban enpl oynent of
children in hazardous occupations and elimnate child |abor through a
conprehensive policy including, inter alia, encouragenent for sending
children to school and retaining themin the educational system

t hrough i nnovative approaches and by elininating fam |y poverty which
is the major cause of child |abor.

F. YOUTH

The Mnisters felt that it was essential to pronote awareness anong
youth in Non-Aligned countries of the goals of the Movenent and to
encour age exchanges and interacti on anong young people of the Menber
States. They expressed concern at some of the problens facing young
men and wonen, such as drugs and unenploynent. In this context, they
urged governments and concerned | nternational O ganizations to devote
greater efforts to the ten priority areas identified in the Wrld
Programe of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, nanely
education, enploynent, hunger and poverty, health, environment, drug
abuse, juvenile delinquency, leisure-time activities, girls and young
wonen and the hill and effective participation of youth in the Iife of
soci ety.

G RACI SM AND RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON

Qpposition to racial discrimnation and elimnation of all fornms of
exploitation and inequality have been accorded the highest priority in
t he agenda of the Movenent. The Mowvenent had been in the forefront of
t he successful struggle against apartheid. The M nisters, however,

not ed di sturbing trends regardi ng contenporary fornms of racism racia
di scrim nation, xenophobia and rel ated intol erance. They underlined
that migrant workers and their fam lies required special attention in
this regard. They urged all States, in particular devel oped countries,
to cooperate nmore closely with the Special Rapporteur of the

Conmmi ssi on on Human Ri ghts on Contenporary Forns of Racism Racial

Di scrim nation, Xenophobia and related Intolerance, and to take al
steps. particularly in the legislative, adm nistrative and educati ona
fields, to conmbat new forns of racism They also called upon nenbers
to hel p pronote the goals of the Third Decade to conbat Raci sm and
Raci al Discrimnation. They al so underlined the need to convene, as
soon as possible, a world conference against racism racial and ethnic
di scrim nation, xenophobia and other related contenporary forms of

i ntol erance.

The M nisters expressed serious concern at the acts of violence |inked
to the mani festati on of xenophobia and other forns of contenporary
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raci smand racial discrimnation.
H. HUMANI TARI AN ACTI ON

The M nisters underlined the inportance of pronoting the respect for
the universally recogni sed humani tarian principles and for the
international humanitarian |aw, particularly those of the four Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and their 977 Additional Protocols. They invited

t hose States which have not yet done so to ratify or accede to the two
Protocol s additional to the Geneva Convention of 1949

The Mnisters considered it essential to make a distinction anong
humani tarian action and UN peace-keepi ng and peace- enf or cenment
operations as well as operational activities for developnent. |In order
to pursue the independence, neutrality and the inpartiality of

humani tari an acti on, such action must be kept distinct from and

i ndependent of political military action, in accordance with the
respective mandates while ensuring the observance of internationa
humani tari an | aws.

The Mnisters reiterated that humanitarian assistance is not an
alternative to devel opnent assi stance and offer durable solution of
those problens that are at the origin of the need to giant emergency
assi stance. In this context, they stated that financial, material and
human resources devoted to energency-assi stance should not be taken
fromthose geared at devel opnent assi stance

I. | NTERNATI ONAL M GRATI ON AND DEVELOPMENT

The M nisters expressed their concern over the energence of stringent
immgration policies in various devel oped countries which severely
restrict the free nmovenment of people and breed xenophobia. They al so
expressed deep concern over new inmmigration |laws and regul ati ons
recently adopted by sonme devel oped countries which could lead to
nassi ve deportations of inmgrants from Non-Aligned Countries and
earlier developing countries and to violations of fundanmental hunman
rights. The called upon those devel oped countries to take fully into
account the social and econonic effects those deportati ons woul d have
on the affected devel oping countries, particularly those facing high
debt burdens and hi gh unenpl oyment situations. The Mnisters

enphasi zed that due attention be accorded to migrants and their
famlies in the host countries as per relevant internationa
instrunents. They al so called upon the host countries to ensure the
protection of immgrants and their families fromall kinds of racism
di scrim nation and viol ence

DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT SUWM T
The M nisters wel coned the offer of Governnment of South Africa to host

the XI1th NAM Sunmit and asked all NAM countries to actively
participate in that inportant Summt.



